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Human rights group charges 
Israelis with deliberate killings 


OCCUPIED JERUSALEM (Agencies) — A 
Palestinian human rights group reported 
Tuesday that Israeli soldiers were carrying 
oat “deliberate, cold-blooded ... targetted” 
killings of Palestinian suspects instead of 
asrestingthem. 


dozens. 

“As long as the dc facto au- 
thority is in the hands of the 
Israeli military, it is they who are 

!V1. ».i : j 


Officials of AJ Haq — Law in 
the Service of Man — told a trews 
ooafimmcc that its researchers 
jiv yi ff w w Hi three such cases and 
were tfreatmattaj; IS pamblc 
other snrh kflffngs tnthe jtost year 
is the occupied West Bank and 
Gaza Strip. 

AJ Haq, in a report on human 
rights in the second year of the 
Palestinian uprising, also said 
that load fan knoeaed it* roles 
to allow soldiers to open fire 
more freely, increased to one 
year the length of imprisonment 
without trial , ad began sealing 
booses to promt! suspected stone 
throwers. 

Fatah Azzazn, administrative 
director erf the poop, said that 
Palestinians in the occupied teni- 
lories foe in “a state of bwtess- 
ne»” imposed by soldiers and the 
military government ami sanc- 
tioned by Israel’s emits. 

“The deSberate and systematic 
disregard of the state of farael for 
the standards of int ernati onal 
humanitarian law a pp l icabl e to 
foe Weal Bank and Gaza renders 
its occupation of those territories 
illegal, ” the Ai Haq report said. 

An Israeli army spokesman, 
who k not identified under imHt- 
ary rcgolatioos, denied these was 
‘‘any policy w h ic h calk upon sol- 


diers to premeditatedly kill 
Palestinians.” 

“Israel’s actions have been 
directed against violence, fre- 
quently incited and instigated by 
ext r e mi s t elements,” the spokes- 
man said. 

He said that Israel was obli- 
gated under international law to 
maintain order in the occupied 
territories. “Israel is constantly 
seeking to find a proper balance 
between security and humanita- 
rian requirements,” he said. 

AI Haq, which » affiliated with 
Commission of 
Jurists in Geneva. Switzerland, 
listed 379 killings of Palestinians 
by soldiers, Israeli settlers and 
collaborators with Israel during 
the year. 

However, it did not give an 
accounting of killings of alleged 
collaborators by other Palesti- 
nians and, despite repeated ques- 
tions at foe news conference, 
refused to directly criticise 
Palestinian groups who may have 
carried out the murders. 

Mona Rishlawi, an attorney for 
Al Haq, said the organisation had 
no W of investigating “under- 
ground" killings of alleged col- 
laborators and could only blame 
Israeli authorities for foiling to 
provide adequate protection to 


mans have been killed by Israeli 
soldiers or civilians since (he up- 
rising began 26 months ago. At 
least 187 other Palestinians have 
been kilted, most on suspicion of 
collaboration. 

As to the charges of deliberate 
killings, Al Haq listed the victims 
as Yaser Abu Ghosh, 17, who 
was kilted last July 10; Nidal Al 
Habash, 21, shot to death on Ocl 
9 and Aiwa Harzallah, 27, who 
was fatally shot on Feb. 27, 1989. 

Zn all force cases, foe victims 
were shot at dose range and in 
two cases the victims died be- 
cause sokiieTS delayed medical 
treatment, the Al Haq report 
said, 

Abu Ghosh was shot by a 
soldier who took careful aim and 
fired from a of seven 

metres as the teenager was bang 
chased, the report said. It said he 
app ar e ntly received no medical 
treatment for more than two 
hours. 

Habash was shot as he raised 
his hands to surrender after being 
surrounded following a chase by 
soldiers in the West bank dty of 
Nablus, AJ Haq said. 

Haizallah was stopped with 
four other Palestinians in the 
West Bank village of Dcir Ibzi 
and, while all five raised their 
hands, soldiers shot Harzallah 
twice in foe head, the report said. 
It said two of those with HaxzaJ- 


Sheikh Sabah voices Kuwaiti 
support for Jordan’s endeavours 
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AMMAN (J.T.) — Kuwait's 
Foreign Minister Sheikh Sabah 
Al Ahmad Al S&bab Tuesday wound 
up a two-day visit to Jordan by 
expressing. his country's full 
anderatan&tg of the need for 
su pport in g Jordan’s requirement* 
ana hacking for its endeavours oa 
national and pan-Arab levels. 

Sheikh Sabah, who spoke at a 
meeting with- Prime Minister 
Mutter Badran, said that. Kuwait 
“appreciate* efforts made by Jor- 
dan which guards the longest 
confrontation fine with foe com- 
mon Zionist enemy and backs its 
endeewouxs to boost and enhance 
pan-Arab action." 

The Jordan News Agency, Pet- 
ra, said after foe meeting that 
they discussed current Arab 
affairs and the talks proved that 


on the need to rally Arab efforts 
in foe face of continued Jewish 
immigration into occupied Pales- 
tine. 

Both tides agreed that “the 
threat posed by the influx of Jews 
is directed at all Arab countries," 
Petra said. 

Both sides reaffirmed their full 
support for the legitimate rights 
of dm Palestinian people and 
the propo se d international con- 
ference for the implementation of 
UJf. Security Council resolu- 
tions 242 and 338, the news agen- 
cy said. 

Sheikh Sabah discussed with 
Badran the situation in Lebanon 
and backed efforts for ending the 
conflict and starting a national 
dialogue to ead the ordeal of the 
Le ban ese people. 

The two sides also called for 
intensive efforts to transform the 


present no war no peace situation 
between Iraq and Iran into 
permanent peace, Petra said. 

Prior to his departure, Sheikh 
Sabah said his talks with His 
Majesty King Hussein and Jorda- 
nian officials covered Arab affaire as 
well as farther steps to be taken 
to bolster Kuwahi-Jordanian re- 
lations. 

Asked to comment on foe 
proposed Arab summit meeting 
Sheikh Sabah said that nothing 
has crystallised about this ques- 
tion yet. 

Sheikh Sabah, who earlier had 
talks with Deputy Prime Minister 
and Foreign Munster Marwan Al 
Qasem, Monday urged Arab 
states to review their ties with the 
two superpowers and Eastern 
'Europe m view of the exodus of 
Soviet Jews to Israel. 


Shomron: Jordan seeks Iraqi 


TEL AVIV (R) — The head of 
brad’s aimed forces said Tues- 
day Jordan fek threatened by the 
Jewish state and was seeking Ira- 
qi s up port to counter this threat. 

lieutenant . General Das 
Shomron said a reported joint 
Inup-Jordazuan air force training 
squadron (fid not pose a threat to 
Israel bat reflected what he de- 
scribed as Jordan’s fears about 
Tot w H intentions. 


“This squadron is a symptom 
of a process that is wroth relating 
to," Shomron told Israeli Army 
Radio. “Jordan is worried, 
bothered, feels threatened by the 
state of Israel." 

_ Shomron contended that Jor- 
dan's “fears” were unfounded 
and Israel was seeking good rela- 
tions with Us eastern neighbour. 

Prominent Israelis, however, 
have argued that Jordan is foe 


Palestinian state, Jordan also fears 
that thousands of Soviet Jewish 
migrants expected to arrive in 
Israel over foe next few years will 
push Palestinians from the West 
Bank and Gaza Strip into Jordan. 

“(Jordan) has an inte r est in 
seeing Iraq, a strong country with 
a lot of arms relieved of the Golf 
wars, as an umbrella for protect* 
ing it," Shomron said. 


Split emerges in Shamir’s party 

TEC AVIV (AP) — A potential- Shamir’s leadership over tbe guv- consult with rebel minis ters 1 


da? in P rime Minister Yitzhak 
Shamir’s right-wing Likud Bloc 
follbwfagtitorestgnatioatrfhaid- 
fine Trade Minister Arid Sharon. 

Five of Sharon’s allies 
threatened to pulloul of Likud — 
which would make the rival 
Labour Party foe largest inparfia- 
ment — but it was not dear if foe 
rebels* threat was serious or they 
were only playing for more power 
within Likud. 

Sharon, whose resignation 
took effect Tuesday, tow repor- 
ters as he left bis office that he* 
had not sanctioned the split, but 
added: “All these thugs, to my 
regret, are because of one tiring, 
an absence of leadership, H m 
Uknd. “ 

- Sharon, a former deface 
who directed Israel's 
TJ82 Lebanon invasion, 
announced Ms resignation Sun- 
day* saying be, wodki daSeoge 


Shamir’s leadership over foe gov- 
ernment’s peace plan. By Israeli 
law, foe resignation took effect 
after 48 boon. 

In a surprise display of 
strength, Shamir brushed aside 
demands by ministers in his own 
Ukud Bloc and appointed three 
of Iris allies to replace Shann at 
the Ind us tr y and Tkade Ministry 
and to the dedfonimakiDg inner 
cabinet, and to fill a vacancy in 
foe full cabinet. 

Shamir appointed Moshe Nis- 
san, a member of the former 
liberal Party, as industry and 
trade minister. 

He also appointed long-time 
ally Moshe Katzav to Sharon’s 
position in the 12 -member inner 
cabinet and legislator David 
Mages to foe cabinet, 

“This move strengthens Mr. 
Shamir, who is now proving his 
leadership/’ Shamir aide Avi 
Pazzter snd. . 

Earner said Shamir did at* 


consult with rebel ministers be- 
fore the decision. 

“He acted on the strength of 
the big majority he has in the 
Likud, Pazner said. “He doesn’t 
have to consult anybody.” 

The ap poi ntm ents must now be 
approved by parliament, where 
they are expected to (ace little 
opposition, Israel Radio said. 

The rebel legislators, who are 
headed by Economic Affairs 
Minister Yitzhak Modai, submit- 
ted a tetter Monday to parfia- 
ment, demanding recognition as 
an independent faction. 

Their letter, made public by 
newspapers Tuesday, said the 
grotto would “cease to be part of 
foe Likud faction in parliament" 
if the Knesset House Committee 
granted their request. 

A decision on whether to rec- 
ognise the. rebels as a separate 
faction was expected next Mon- 
day, farad Radio reported. - 


lab were later arrested. 

The Al Haq report noted that 
the army had maintained that 
proper procedures were followed 
in foe shooting of Abu Ghosh, 
including foe shooting of warn- 
ings ftftd first shooting ai the 
suspect’s legs, but said eyewitness 
accounts contradicted this ver- 
sion. 

It also noted that authorities 
claimed Ha rzallah was killed dur- 
ing a protest It said a lawyer for 
his family requested an investiga- 
tion last April but has not yet 
received a response. 

On Tuesday, an army spokes- 
man said be was checking the 
status of the three cases. 

The changes in regulations on 
opening fire, detention without 
trial and sealing booses of sus- 
pected stone throwers have all 
been confirmed by military offi- 
cials. 

Tbe latest opening fire rules 
allow soldiers to shoot with five 
ammunition at masked Palesti- 
nians who disregard orders to halt 
even if the men are not armed. 
Soldiers must first shoot in the 
air, then fire at the srapect’s tegs 
before op ening direct fire. 

Al Haq said that Israel in- 
creasingly used torture and col- 
lective punishment to try to crush 
foe Palestinian uprising. 

The human rights gro u p said: 
“One of the dearest trends dur- 
ing 1989 has been an increase in 
torture.” 

Its 600-page report said 14,000 
Palestinians were in Israeli cus- 
tody at the end of November, a 

(Cortthned cm page. 5) 


Lebanese 
rivals 
prepare 
for fresh 
fighting 

BEIRUT (R) — Lebanese Forces 
(LF) mifitia and troops of Gener- 
al Michel Aoun dashed in two 
neighbourhoods in east Beirut 
Tuesday and both sides prepared 
for war despite an appeal for 
peace by LF leader Samir 
Geagea. 

Security sources said fighting 
erupted in Dora neighbourhood 
owf for 30 minutes militiamen 
battled troops, using 
xnachineguns and rocket-prop- 
elled grenades in a savage fire- 
fight. 

Sporadic shooting could also be 
heard in Ashrafiyeh, the main 
foothold of foe LF. It was not 
immediately posable to check 
whether foe flare-up on foe third 
day of a shaky ceasefire had 
caused casualties. 

More than 700 people have 
been killed and 2^00 wounded 
since the often close-quarter 
fighting m crowded residential 
areas erupted on Jan. 31. Eleven 
ceasefires have collapsed. 

Witnesses said Acum’s army 
troops Tuesday took up combat 
positions in east Beirut and near- 
by mountains and their LF foes 
deployed more men and 
w e ap o n s, threatening the 12 fo 
ceasefire and a peace pact 

“You can smell tension in the 
air and see fear on the faces of 
people," said Geoige Naameh, a 
resident of east Bents which Iras 
been battered by nearly three 
weeks of pitiless battles. 

Calling for peace, Geagea said 
to reporters: “We are all con- 
vinced that it is impossible for 
one side to ove r power the other 
and eliminate it because both 
Aoun’s anny and tbe Lebanes e 
Forces are strong. 

“Having been strong m the 
war, we should have die courage 
to go to peace,” said Geagea, 
commander of foe 10 , 00 (>*trong 
LF. 

He said he would abide by a 
peace pact announced by 
mediators Monday night. 

But in an interview with tbe 
British Broadcasting Corporation 
(BBC), Geagea reiterated be 
would not submit to Aoun’s 
demands to lay down arms and 
withdraw his fighters from 
Beirut. 


Petra Bank dispute remains 
stalemated after staff sit-in 


By Sana Atiyeh 

Special to tbe Jordan Times 

AMMAN — A labour dispute 
at Petra Bank remained stale- 
mated Tuesday after em- 
ployees staged a sit-in protest 
which appeared to have made 
little dent oa the management 
position, and as foe day drew 
to a dose both sides remained 
firm oa their positions. 

Hie sit-in, described as a 
“protest” by the employees 
but as "illegal strike” by foe 
management, was tbe largest 
organised event by the Jordan 
Banking and Insurance Em- 
ployees Association (JBIEA) 
which has thrown its weight 
behind the bank’s staff. 
Around 400 of a total of 680 
Petra Bank employees 
gathered in front of foe main 
offices of foe bank in Wadi 
Saqra to stage the sit-in, white 
bank staff in brandies outside 
Amman stayed away from 
work, accor din g to JBIEA offi- 
cials and representatives of 
Petra Bank employees. 

According to tbe manage- 
ment, at least 160 staff mem- 
bers were in their offices and 
foe bank performed “almost 
normal operations” despite the 
sit-in. 

Tbe employees’ action re- 
volves around their demand 
for improved working condi- 
tions, nwumgp -i n g iit reform and 
higher pay. The management, 
a government appointed-com- 
mittee which assumed office 
after the Economic Security 
Committee (ESC) took over 
the bank in August last year, 
has offered one to 15 per cent 
pay raises, with what it de- 
scribes as special emphasis on 
foe low-salary bracket, but the 
offer has been rejected by the 
employees. 

Addressing a pres conference 
hdd Tuesday even ing , members of 
the management committee said 
they were willing to pursue nego- 



Petra Bank employees Tuesday stage a sit-in outside its Amman 
headquarters (Photo by Yenssef Al *ABan) 


turnons to reach a settlement, but 
the employees appeared to reject 
further negotiations without a pre- 
condition that their demand for 
higher pay would be met. 

Chairman of tbe Petra n»wif 
Management Committee Walid 
Asfour i old the press confer enc e 
that die JBIEA was “exaggerat- 
ing” the problem and its decision 
to bold the sit-in was “intended at 
pressuring the management.” 

Asfour said that there was oo 
need for the protest because the 
management was still in the nego- 
tiating process. The management 
could not attend the last schednkd 
meeting and the association called 
for tbe protest as a result, he said. 

Asfour added that the protest 
was illegal to Article 103 

of the Labour Law, winch stipu- 
lates that a 14-day notice was 
essential before staging a strike. 

In a statement released to the 
press, the management said it 
would not allow the association to 
interfere with foe management of 
the bank, “which already suffers 
fr om difficult circumstances.” 

According to the employees, tbe 
protest will not only continue hot 
aim yi«»g if all their demands 
were not met. It is expected that 
foe employees will call for foe 
resignation of tbe management 
committee. 

Three weeks ago. 500 employees 
signed a petition demanding better 
salaries and better conditions, and 
that the management begin to put 
tbe bank on its feet “rather than 
wasting time and destroyi n g the 
reputation of the bank slandering 


the hank and its employees.” 

“If the management does not 
concede to our full demands, we 
intend to call for the resignation of 
foe management, which has 
nothing feu destroyed the two 

most important assets of any bank: 
Reputation and credibility as well 
as the morale of our employees,” 
Mazer Saket. a protesting em- 
ployer, told the Jordan Times. 

All protesters interviewed by foe 
Jordan Times said they were more 
concerned over foe bank and its 
reputation rather than raises of 
salaries, and many expressed bit- 
terness at the “failure'' of the 
management in improving the 
work of the bank. 

The employees said that "slan- 
der” »g*in« foe employees of the 
bank in the media must be stop- 
ped, contending that by “slander- 
ing foe bank's management was 
slandering the entire country, be- 
cause the hank is a national institu- 
tion." 

“We are foe ones who built 
these wafls on the bank. We made 
it aad we care abour it. For some- 
one from the management commit- 
tee to come and say that we ore 
thieves is beyond slander. If they 
know who the thieves are, then 
they should bring them to account 
in public and leave us alone,” said 
an outspoken employee. 

Tbe employee was referring to 
an alleged statement made by the 
Management Coamtittce Deputy 
Chairman Jawad Anani, as saying 
that the employees were all crooks. 

(Continued on page 3) 


Iraq maintains same level of 
imports through Aqaba — Fayez 


AMMAN (J.T.) — Despite the 
end of the eight-year Gulf war, 
Iraq is iri ni n niiiiii g the w«rne level 
of imports through Aqaba, 
according to *Eid AI Fayez, 
director of the Ports Corporation. 

During the war Iraq imported 
most of its goods through Aqaba 
when its own ports were blocked 
as a result of the fighting. Fayez 
said Tuesday that goods passing 


through Aqaba destined fin- Iraq 
account for the major part of 
goods arriving at the port Last 
year, the port handled nearly 19 


million tonnes of goods, up from 
2.5 million tonnes in 1977, Fayez 
said in a statement carried by the 
Jordan News Agency, Petra. 

Since 1983 and until the end of 
1988, the corporation’s revenues, 
which were transferred to the 
treasury, amounted to JD 89 
million. 

These were charges on import, 
export and handling operations as 
well as for storage facilities. 

Fayez said that the corporation 
has made capital investments and 
Is offering jobs to local 


job-seekers who replace 
non-Joidanian workers. 

Fayez proposed that newi 
wharfs be built at Aqaba to helpl 
increase exports of sulphur; 
coining from Iraq, and cement 
from Jordan. He said that Aqaba 
Port, is now operating at 90 per 
cent of its capacity — a high rate 
justifying the construction of 
further wharfs or quays. 

He said that in comparison, 
other pons in tbe region are 
operating at only up to 50 pei 
cent of their respective capacity 


2 executed for crimes 


By Ahmad Kresshan 

Special to die Jordan Times 

AMMAN — Two Jordanians 
identified as Salim M ohammad 
Sal am eh Al Atrash and 
Mahmoud Salomeb Mohammad 
Fares were hanged Monday 
morning after being convicted of 
killing two peopte in Amman and 
Irbid respectively. 

Salim, 45, was executed in Swa- 
qa Prison after bring convicted of 
WHng his wife Thibeb Mahmoud 
Fanash, who has hardly criticised 
him and threatened to expose 
Mm far trying to rape Ms 26 year 
old daughter. Salim, who was 
alone with Ms daughter Fathieh 
in their house tried to rape her 
one day, but die resisted and told 
her mother upon her return 
borne. Upon hearing the news, 
tire mother informed her brother, 
Ttneb, who recorded what be 
heard from Ms aster on a tape. 

SaKm harboured in-intentions 
and threatened to kill her, but 
later tried to assure her that he 
loved her and that he had no 
intention erf killing her, in a bid to 
make her fed that her fife was not 
threatened. Later, the wife 
TMbeh, went to her brother’s 
bouse for a visit on her way back 
to her bouse, her husband was to 
pick hex up at a certain place in 
Al Manara area. 

When be did, Salim, instead of 
going home, took her to an aban- 
doned area on the drcular road 
northeast of Amman where be 
beat her up and stabbed her to 
death, ffisposmg of her body in a 
deserted water wdl, where her 


body was found by the police on 
Jan. 16. 

Mahmoud Fares was executed 
for lolling a street vendor, Abdul- 
lah Saiameh Abu Murad. 

Fares, who sold clothes for a 
living in Irbid, knew Abdullah 
well. He knew that he was single, 
liked girls and always had a lot of 
cash on him, so he thought of a 
way to get rid of him to take his 
money. He planned with another 
accomplice to invite Mm to Zib- 
dat Farkouh, a small town on the 
outskirts of Zrtrid, on the premise 
that they would meet a girl there. 

After arriving in tbe town, they 
walked along an earth road to the 
crime scene, where the three of 
them sat in a deserted building. 
Right after entering the buDding 
one day in September 1986, they 
took him to a room, where they 
told him he would meet the girl. 
At gunpoint they robbed Mm of 
the case he had on him, shot Mm 
and then set Ms body on fixe. All 
his body was buret except Ms 
skeleton, which was left in the 
crime some. 

The two criminals took a taxi 
and left for their homes in Irbid, 
where they sold the gun which 
they used to shoot the man. 

Three months after declaring 
the man mining and after a thor- 
ough search, his body was found 
by. Samir Basmi and Yehya 
Khrezs who informed the police. 
The authorities subsequently 
arrested the murdererc and faced 
them with tbe evidences available 
tO Both Of admitte d 
Hwjr crime. 


Group seeks 
summit on 
Jewish 
immigration 
to Palestine 

AMMAN (Petra) — The General 
Islamic Conference for Bait Al 
Maqdes Tuesday called for con- 
vening an Arab and Islamic sum- 
mit to discuss the emigration of 
Soviet Jews to the occupied Arab 
territories and to embark on ac- 
tions designed to make the Soviet 
leadership put an end to this 
emigration, and safeguard the 
Soviet-Islaxnic relations from de- 
terioration. 

In a communique issued after 
an e x t r aordinary meeting Tues- 
day the group's executive com- 
mittee called oa the Soviet Union 
to at least freeze this measure 
until a just peace is achieved in 
Palestine, “rather than stab tire 
Palestinian uprising in the back,” 

The communique said that 
Washington’s position vis-a-vis 
the Soviet Jewish emigration to 
Palestine is in hannmw with “the 
declared and firm U.S. policy of 
supporting and strengthening 
. farad.” 

Tire executive committee noted 
in its communique that the con- 
tmumg emigration of Jews from 
die Soviet Union and Eastern 
Europe to Palestine constitutes a 
! prelude for waging a long war 
against the Muslim World. 
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Wounded Beirut fighters 


fly to Italy for treatment 


LARNACA (AP) — A ferry boat carrying 21 
wounded on their way from wartorn Lebanon to 
Italy for treatment, braved rough seas to dock at this 
southern Cyprus port Tuesday. 


juries caused by shrapnel. 

“This one lost bis sight,” saida 


neighbouring victim of a man 
whose face was covered with ban- 


The wounded, who were 
among 200 passengers fleeing 
Lebanon’s intra-Christian war, 
were transferred to an Italian Air 
Force C-130 transport plane 
bound for Vflfafranco Air Base in 
Italy. 

“It was a tiring trip in a rough 
sea... some of the wounded were 
moaning as they bad bad pain, 1 ’ 
said relief worker Wahd Khomy 
of the Lebanese Red Cross who 
worked in mobile hospitals that 
were erected in areas of fighting 
which killed 640 in the last .19 
days. 

He said many wounded civi- 
lians and fighters died during the 
dash because it was not possible 
to take them to hospitals due to 
the ferocity of the lighting. 

Doctors said three of the 
wounded aboard the Baroness M 
ferry boat belonged to renegade 
Gen. Michel Aotm’s army. The 
rest were Lebanese Forces mili- 
tiamen taken from hospitals in 
the Christian port of Jounieh, 17 
kilometres north of Beirut. 

Aonn’s troops and warlord 
Samir Geagea's Lebanese Forces 
have been fighting for control of 
Lebanon's Christian enclave. 

The ferry took 8 hours to navi- 
gate the L20 miles of sea. The 
boat was delayed in landing to 
pick np passengers and wounded 
Saturday by fi ghting and Sunday 
by bad weather. It finally loaded 
Monday evening. 

After the Baroness M docked 


in T early Tuesday, the 

vic tims were transferred into 


eight ambulances which took 
than to the waiting Italian plane 
at Larnaca airport. 

Six of the ambulances belonged 
to the United Nations Peacekeep- 
ing Force in Cyprus and two to 
fee Cypriot National Guard. 

Italian ambassador in Cyprus 
Guido Rizzo Vend supervised 
the operation which was spon- 
sored by two humanitarian orga- 
nizations based in Trento, Italy. 
Three staff members of the Ita- 
lian embassy in Lebanon 
travelled to Italy on die same 
plane. 

One of the Italians said the 
area around the embassy in 
Zouk, south of Jounieh, was hit 
several times during the fighting. 

There are thirty Italians left in 
the embassy, including families of 
the personnel. 

Six volunteer doctors and a 
Lebanese translator came to Lar- 
naca on the plane from Italy 
Saturday. The wounded were to 
be treated at hospitals in the 
northern Italian cities of Trento, 
Vicenza, Genoa, Verona and 
Treviso. 

Some of the wounded, wearing 
thin pajamas were shivering while 
being carried by U.N. troops on 
stretchers into the ambulances at a 
temperature nearing zero degree 
Centigrade (32 F). 

One of the wounded had lost 
his right leg. Four had eye in- 


lanese consul to Cyprus 
Mkbehne Baz who came on die 
Baroness M, said of the intra- 
Oirigriam fi gh ting, “it was very 
bad... my niece is lying uncon- 
scious in the hospital and her 
parents couldn’t get to tbeir home 
to fetch the passports and take 
her for treatment abroad.’' Baz 
was trapped by the fightings while 
on a visit borne. 

Baa said s he was hiding with 
her sister and 10-year-old niece in 
the same room when a shell 
struck the house in the coastal 
town of Zouk. 

“Nothing happened to us... my 
niece escaped death, yes. But she 
will be paralyzed for die rest of 
her life,'* Baz said. 

A ceasefire has stopped the 
fighting since Saturday. 

Many of the passengers were 
coming to Cyprus to apply for 

wwmigrafinn to ranatfa, including 

one of the ferry’s stewards, 25- 
year-old Gabi. He said he does 
not believe in Lebanon’s cease- 
fires anymore. 

“What’s going on is pathetic,” 
he said, “why should I stay 
there.” 


By police count, nearly 2,000 
been 


have been wounded in nearly 
three weeks of fighting, the worst 
between rival Christian forces 
since the civil war broke out April 
1975.- 

The fighting flared when 
Geagea rejected a demand from 
Aoun to disband his powerful 

militia. 


PLO warns of more attacks if 


Mideast peace deadlock continues 


KUWAIT (AP) — A prominent 
Palestinian guerrilla leader was 
quoted Tuesday as warning of 
repetitions of acts such as the 
attarir on an Israeli tour bus in 
Egypt by people frustrated over 
the deadlocked Middle East 
peace process, a Kuwaiti news- 


Jalah Khalaf, interviewed by 
the daily Ai Anbaa in Tunis 
where the Palestine liberation 
Organisation (PLO) is headquar- 
tered, also called for an end to 
differences between Syria and 
Iraq and Syria and the PLO to 
enable revival of an integrated 
eastern front against Israel. 

Khalaf is second in command 
to the PLO leader Yasser Arafat 
in fee mainstream Fateh guerrilla 
friction. 

“If the (peace) deadlock con- 
tinues in the Middle East, several 


other similar operations will take 
place,” Khalaf told fee paper 
when asked to comment on the 
Feb. 4 attack on an Israeli tourist 
bus in Egypt in which nine were 
killed and 20 were wounded. 
Egypt is fee only Arab country 
feat has diplomatic ties with 
IsraeL 

The PLO renounced terrorism 
against Israel when it launched a 
peace initiative late 1988, for fee 
first time also explicitly recognis- 
ing fee existence -of the Jewish 
state. 

But Khalaf, also known as Abu 
Iyad, pointed out that “other 
substitutes are emerging on die 
scene, who feel obliged to take a 
different line if the PLO exceeds 
its role.” 

“Israeli extremism will be 
faced with another extremism, be 
it Palestinian, Arab or Islamic. 


Such ex tre mi s m will not be satis- 
fied wife mere words to express 
itself,” he said. 

Khalaf said such extremists 
were now being aimed and re- 
ceive training, claiming that 
“Arab intelligence bodies” knew 
where the extremists were train- 
ingin Arab countries and Iran. 
Tihe tour bus attack has been 
blamed on Palestinian Islamic ex- 
tremists who are independent of 
the PLO. 

“What is the PLO expected to 
do? Shall it act as a guard for 
Israel? Our rote is not to search 
for those who stage operations 
against Israel. We can hardly 
control our people, how can we 
control others?” he asked. 

Khalaf said fee Soviet Jewish 
emigration to Israel, supported 
by fee United States, brought 
“sweeping dangers.” 


U.N. accuses SLA for killing 2 


UNIFIL troops in S Lebanon 


TEL AVIV (R) — The United Nations accused 
pro-Israeli militiamen of kilfing two of its 
peacekeepers and wounding six in South Leba- 
non overnight 

Spokesman Timor G oksel of fee U.N. Interim 
Force In Lebanon (UNIFIL) raid Tuesday die 
Nepalese soldiers were blasted when a mortar 
bomb fired by the Israeli-aimed South Lebanon 
Army (SLA) hit their positions late Monday. 

Security sources in Lebano n said the SLA had 
not deliberately shot at fee UNIFIL position and 
was firing at guerrillas. * 

The peacekeepers’ deaths raised the UNIFIL 
toll to 172 since the force was created in 1978 to 
restore order in Lebanon following an Israeli 
invasion. 

In Beirut, a pro-Iranian fundamentalist group 
said Muslim guerrillas, using mortars, had attack- 
ed the SLA. 

Goksel said that the only shooting came from 
the SLA 

He said UNIFIL would protest to die I srael i 
army which arms and equips fee SLA UNIFIL 
has protested in the past at similar mniimM and 
has accused Israel and the SLA of interfering 
wife its mission. 

“It was a fully lighted and marked UNIFIL 
position. Everyone knows its location and it has 
been there a long time. So how come a position 
that is known to be there is hit by mortar fire?” 
Goksel told Reuters after touring fee area. 

“We have no reports of any firing from the 
other side. We don't know what they were firing 
at... we wfll take it up wife the IDF (Israeli army). 
They are the ones who give them the ammunition 
so we have to go to the source,” Goksel said. 

He said the mortar bomb was one of 15 fired 
from Israel’s self-declared border “security zone” 
inside Lebanon about two kilometres from the 
Nepalese position at Buyut Sayyid. 

“One of the 120-mm mortar rounds fell be- 


tween the two prefab living quarters o f fee 
Nepalese forces. -The commander, a warrant 
officer, was killed instantly as well as a soldier on 
duty. Six were wounded, one of them seriously,” 
Goksel sai d. 

Some UNIFIL soldiers were asleep at the time 
w hile others were fleeing to reinforced shelters 
because of the firing winch also included heavy 
madbdnegun fire from another SLA position, 
Goksel said. 


About 5,800 troops serve in the nine-nation 
-UNlFILforce set up to oversee fee withdrawal of 
laud’s 1978 invasion troops and to help the 
Lebanese government extend its authority to the 
Israeli bonier. 

Its goals were thwarted by another Israeli 
invasion in 1982 and the increasing impotence of 
the Beirut government. Israel withdrew fee bulk 
of its forces in 1985 b ut esta blished the security 
7 pne pnd prevented UNIFIL from patrolling the 
border. 


In Beirut, the Islamic Resistance — a coalition 
of pro-Iranian fundamentalists — said in a 
statement that Muslim guerrillas attacked SLA 
positions with rocket-propelled grenades, mortar 
bombs and madrinegnns. 

Pro-I ranian and Palestinian guerrillas fre- 
quently at ta ck Israeli and SLA targets in fee 
zone, prompting Israeli retaliation. 

On Monday, six Israeli jets bombed two 
positions of fee D emo cratic Front for the Libera- 
tion of Palestine (DFLF) near the port city of 
Si don, 40 kilometres south of Beirut, lolling one 
person and wounding eight. 

Shfite militants and Israeli l e a de rs 
both assail UNIFIL but for o pposite reasons. 

Shfite militants say fee force hind ers fe efr 
operations against Israel. Israel rays UNIFIL — 
its rote limit ed to peacekeeping rather than 
defence — has faflea to halt the guerrillas. 


3 Israeli experts’ on rebel side 
wounded, Sudanese general says 


KHARTOUM (AP) — Three 
“Israeli experts” have been re- 
ported wounded in southern 
Sudan’s dvil war zone, apparent- 
ly while helping the rebels, a 
government general says. 

He and a colleague also repe- 
ated in newspaper articles a gov- 
ernment riatm feat Israel and 
other countries inducting Cuba 
and South Africa are helping the 
rebels. 

The generals said that fee 
Sudan People’s liberation Army 
(SPLA) has changed policy and 
now seeks to establish a break- 
away southern state called the 


But he told tire official news- 
paper Al Injaz AI Watany that his 
co mman d, based in Eqoatoria’s 
ca p ital Juba, received a report 
that “three Israeli experts were 
wounded in a lan dmin e blast 
while inspecting a rebel camp in 


Equatoria.’ 
In Addi 


Tmatong socialist state.” 
An Et. 


Ethiopia-based rebel 
spokesman denied his movement 
was getting aid from Israel or 
Cuba or was planning to establish 
a state in southern Sudan. 

Maj.-Geu. Nassereddin Sulei- 
man, commander of the sprawl- 
ing Equatoria region, did not 
claim to have confirmation that 
Israelis had been wounded in the 
7-year-old conflict. 


Addis Ababa, Et 
capital SPLA spokesman 
Akol said: “We have not contem- 
plated or anticipated any form of 
assistance from IsraeL The Khar- 
toum government always has 
tried to associate us wife Israel in 
an attempt to isolate us from the 
Arab World.” He spoke by tele- 
phone wife the Associated Press 
in Nairobi, Kenya. 

Interviewed in Juba, Suleiman 
said government troops saw 
“white mercenaries in the (rebel- 
held) Kajo-Kaje area” west of 
Juba and that Ins soldiers seized a 
Soviet-made T-55 tank, further 
evidence of foreign interference. 

In Khartoum, the capital 1,200 
kilometres north of Juba, a Euro- 
pean diplomat who doseiy watch- 


es military developments in 
Sudan said the report still does 
not prove the government’s repe- 
ated daims of Israeli involvement. 

“The government several times 
has accused Israel of helping the 
SPLA bat never with concrete 
evidence,” the diplomat said. 

“We had not heard of these 
three wounded experts before, . 
but since the report indicates that 
the rebels have them and not fee 
government, again there is no 
proof.” 

On the rebel policy drift, Sulei- 
man did not give his source for 
the alleged rebel decision to cre- 
ate a socialist state wife its capital 
in Juba. The purported name 
chosen for the state refers to 
Equatoria’s Imatong Mountains. 

Renegade Army Col. John 
Gaiang, leader of fee Sudan Peo- 
ple’s liberation Army, asserts 
that he wants not secession but 
only better treatment for the non- 
Mnslim south from the Muslim- 
dominated government in the 
north. 


Sharon stakes political ambitions on government collapse 


By Jack Redden 

Reuter 


TEL AVIV — Hardliner Ariel 
Sharon has walked out of 
Israel's government after 13 
often stormy yean as a cabinet 
minister, staking his political 
future on the collapse of fee 
ruling coalition. 

The man who led the 1982 
invasion of Lebanon formally 
resigned from fee government 
Sunday to lead his campaign 
against moves toward Israeli- 
Palestiman talks — and to seek 
to become prime minister. 

“I told the government 
‘goodbye and see you later’,” 
Sharon, 61, told reporters. 

“I am going to start a long 
march from town to town, to 
place to place, both in Israel 
and abroad,” he said when 
pressed for his plans. 

After fighting Prime Minis- 
ter Yitzhak Shamir ’s cautious 


moves toward negotiations 
from inside the government, 
Sharon, a hawk whose audac- 
ity has sometimes been termed 
recklessness, took the ptnnge 
into opposition in typically 
dramatic style. 

His surprise announcement 
a week ago that he would 
resign turned a meeting of Sha- 
mir’s Likud Party into chaos, 
presumably as intended. 

Although he said fads priority 
was preventing Israeh-Palesn- 
nian talks, the burly trade and 
industry minister told reporters 
Sunday he wanted to replace 
Shamir as Likud leader. 

Bat so long as Israel’s cur- 
rent broad coalition govern- 
ment remains intact be is un- 
likely to have an opportunity 
to challenge Shamir. 

Shamir, 74. defeated Sharon 
in a 1984 leadership contest by 
a 58-42 per cent margin. 

The 14-month-old broad 
coalition government he beads 


shows no signs of imminent 
collapse despite periodic crises 
and threats by the dovish 
Labour Party to withdraw. 

Labour is pressing again for 
Shamir to give a dearer com- 
mitment to Israeli-Palestiman 
talks. 

But despite widespread cri- 
ticism that it failed to tack- 
le either economic or political 
problems, the alliance of Sha- 
mir and Defence Minister Yit- 
zhak Rabin of the Labour Par- 
ty appears to guarantee con- 
tinued life for the coalition. 

Sharon quit fee government 
saying IsraeU-Palestinian peace 
talks threaten the Jewish state. 
“I don’t remember as danger- 
ous a situation as we are faang 
now,” he told the news confer- 
ence. 

. Shamir has proposed Palesti- 
nian elections in fee occupied 
territories to choose repre- 
sentatives who would negotiate 
wife Israel on limited self-rule. 


Washington is trying to 
arrange an Israeti-Pajestinian 
jin' 

such 

But Sharon said Israel 
should tell the Americans 
bhmttyit is not interested. He 
said Shamir’s moves towards 
negotiations threatened 


Israel’s existence by question- 
ing its hold over Arab Jeru- 
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salem and the West Bank and 
Gaza Strip, occupied in the 
1967 Middle East war. 

Sharon, who ruthlessly paci- 
fied the Gaza Strip in the 1970s 
and had promised to crush the 
26-mouth-old Palestinian up- 
rising if made defence minister 
again, repeated his view that 
Gaza refugee camps should be 
razed and the occupants reset- 


tled. 

But he said the West Bank 
and the Gaza Strip had to 
remain under Israeli controL 
“It will be our right to be in 
charge of the security in Judea, 
Samaria (the West Bank) and 
Gaza,” he added. “And that 
will be forever.” 

Sharon, who was not averse 
to sniping at Shamir when in- 
side the cabinet, will be even 
more direct in Ids attacks now 
as he tries to build broader 
support inside Likud. 

But his greatest handicap is 
not his hardline positions, 
widely feared by many Likud 
members, including Shamir. 

He has to ov er c om e suspi- 
cions that his real goal has little 
to do wife policy and ranch to 
do wife a thirst for power. 

Storming out of government 
was in character but critics say 
such gestures are aimed mainly 
at publicity or glory, 
m 1982 Sharon, then de- 


fence minister, led an invasion 
of Lebanon feat was initially 
described as a limited action to 
drive Palestine Liberation 
Organisation (PLO) guerrillas 
away from fee Israeli border. 


As the war developed into a 
siege of Beinit and a long, 
costly campaign, cabinet col- 
leagues accused Sharon of mis- 
leading them about the a ims of 
the invasion. 


The public outcry in Israel 
eventually forced Sharon to 
resign as defence minister. But 
in a display of unrepentent 
self-confidence, be ignored de- 
mands for his departure and 
remained in the cabinet as 
minister without portfolio. 

His resignation as trade 
minister took effect Tuesday 
but be remains Central Com- 
mittee chairman in Likud 
where an outspoken min or i t y 
appears to support his goal of 
repla cing Shamir as leader. 


middle east hews brief 


Earthquake hit® Baghdad, western Iran' 


BAGHDAD (R) — An earthquake shook Baghdad 
caused no casualties, fee Iraqi Seismologi cal t^emre 
The quake, which measured four on fee ope n-enaea; : 

Scale, struck at 9.10 ajn. (0610 GMT) and was c cntxcdjfy 
kilometres southeast of fee Iraqi 

reported *h«* a tremor of equal strength jo«*» Mamapad-E 
Gharb near fee Iraqi border Tuesday morning. The lraman news. . 
agency IRNA, received in Cyprus, placed the centre of the qcakrr 
500 kilometres southwest of Tehran inside Irans borders, 


Libyans wounded in Landmine blast 


NICOSIA (R) — Several Libyan -security- men were critically-- 
wounded when a World War H landmine exploded under tbdrear ; 
west of Sirte, an official at the Libyan News Agency (JANA) said-' 
Tuesday. He said fee security men were patrolling an area where- | 
fierce battles took place between the German AJrika.Corpt 
backed by Italian' units and British “deserf .rats” more than 45- 
years ago. “The occupants of the car were critically wounded/.' . 
the official said. libva has reneatedhr asked Italy and other World ; 


the official said. Libya has repeatedly asked Italy 
War H belligerents to hand over maps of milli ons of mines planted 
in its deserts during the war. “These mines have killed hundreds 
of innocent people and prevented them froih exploiting their i 
argicul tural 


lands for 


the 


or. industrial purposes, 

‘Israelis committed to greater Israel’ 


DAMASCUS (R) — Israel’s leaders from both sufes-tif the 
political divide were determined to make permanent their 
occupation of the West Bank and Gaza Strip, an official Syrian 
newspaper said Tuesday. “The Israelis want to, evacuate Arabs... 
to settle Jewish immigrant*,” said the daily pajper Tfehrin! The 
paper said Israeli leaders, from Likud’s hawklike Arid Sharon 
who resigned . from the cabinet m protest at Prime Munster 
Yitzhak Shamir's ‘soft’ peace moves, to fee dovish Labour Party 
leader Shimon Peres shared the same 'news towards 'Arab ami 
Palestinian rights. “Greater Israel... rcmaitts a firm objective of 
all Israeli leaders,” the paper saidr“ffsQme Arabs are betting cai 
the possibility of an emergence of moderation in the Israeli, 
postion they are mistaken. Israel denies it has an official policy of 
settling Soviet and Eastern European Jews in the occupied 
territories. Many of the 50,000 to 100,000 expected to migrate to 
Israel this year are considered likely to move to fee West Bank 
and Gaza. 


Tunisia eases immigration procedures i 




TUNIS (R) — Tunisia has introduced streamlined .passport 
control procedures at border posts and airports for citizens of the 
five-nation Arab Maghreb Union. The union, which groups 
Algeria, Libya, Mauritania, Morocco mid Tunisia, aims eventual- j 
ly to become a single market with free movement of people and j 
goods across , its borders. The five countries have, labeady ' 
abolished visas for citizens of fee other member states. The 
onion’s Consultative Council (parliament), at a three-day meetrag 
which ended In Turns Monday, said fee five states should abolish 
bureaucratic obstacles, to free movement, speed up work on a 
Trans-Maghreb Highway and set up a angle North. African 
airline. Tunisian President Zine Al Abkfine Bm Ali. told the 
council Saturday fee union's next summit in Algiers; in-July, 
woukl look at plans to issue standardised Maghreb identity card. 
He also promisdto abolish a 45-dinar ($50) exit tax for Tonisans 
travelling to one of the other four countries. Parliament must 
approve the/ebange for it to take effect. 


Iran hangs 30 for drug smuggling? 


NICOSIA (R) — Iran has hanged 30 people for smugghagdiu^. 
The IranianNews Agency(IRNA) said the hangings werecarfed 
out in Tehran and nine other ones, but gave few otter dcferlS*^ 
Drag traffickers are usually hanged in public unless die cdovka j; 
are women. -They are normally executed made prison. It was fee 
second group of smugglers reported executed in Iran this year: 
Thirty-one people, inducting four Afghans and three women, 
were hanged on Jan. 10. Iran executed more than 900 people fra 
drug-related offences last year. Officials said 34 tonnes of drugs 


were seized and 277 trafficking rings smashed in the year to Jan. 
20. IRNA, monitored in Cyprus, said some of those banged 
Monday were also convicted of smuggling firearms and explosives 
and “collaborating wife thugs.” • 


Iran bans Newsweek 


NICOSIA (R) — Iran said Monday it had banned an issue of 
Newsweek magazine carrying an interview wife Sahnan Rushdie, 
who the late Ayatollah RuhoQah Khomeini said should be killed 
for insulting b te m . The Iranian News Agency (IRNA) reported 
the ban on Newsweek’* Feb. 12 issue', in which the British author, 
described how his life had changed since Khomeini’s order. Iran's 
top judge Ayatollah Mohammad Yazdi .said Sunday the death 
decree was irreversible and must be enforced. Rushdie has been, 
in hiding -since it was issued a year ago this month. 


OAU ministers begin talks in Ethiopia 


ADDIS ABABA (AP) — African foreign ministers havt _ 
uiged by Ethiopia’s leader to assess possible effects ofj changes i 
Eastern Europe on the continent’s economy and poIitics::Pres 
dent Mengistu Haile Mariam also said fee minister s' sfr oul 
evaluate the meaning to Africa of the relaxation oTteasro 
between fee Soviet Union and United States. Ethiopian^* 
President Fissefaa Desta read Mengistu's statement at feeopenm 
session Monday of the Organisation or African Unity Mil 
foreign mini s te rs’ five-day conference. Various African T^idei 
have expressed concern feat Western nations Wouia abandon* 
continent and divert aid they previously gave Africans toEastef 
humor, where Com m u ni sm is collapsing. Another item rih-tb 
is political changes in South Africa, where President F.V? 

rir rmmflv fltA A : kVii: L .i ^ . J 


de Klerk recently legalised fee African National* Congress an< 
Nelson Mandela,, the best known- pftla 


freed from p rison 

liberation movement’s leaders. 
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Locally-made conveyor belt 


to handle exports 


Jordan dtnker 

shipment on way 
to the Philippines 


Btjr Ner Serf 

Special & tte Jtirdu Times 

AMMAN The fiat ship- 
mean of Jordanian efafccf to 
the Pbt fip pU*e» has left Acrid* 

Port ia a apfa n ea aiioa of ttt 

agree m e nt conducted by fee 
Jordan Cement Factories 
Cosqmny (JGFQ, Mooning 
to a company statement Tues- 
day. Hjc ship, car- 

rying 11.000 tonnes ot canmt 
to the Ph flip p iucs . according to 
the statement. 

Jordan will export US tm!- 
Uon tonnes of cement to coun- 
tries in Southeast Asia. North 
and Sooth America, South 
Korea and West Africa. JCFC 
held negotiations with several 
Southeast Asian, West African 
and American countries in 
November 1989 and concluded 
agreement* with them, accord- 
ing to Wad* AJ Sayegh, depu- 
ty director-general of the Ce- 
ment Factory, . 

Sayegh told the Jordan 
Times m an earlier interview 
that according to the two 
agreements concluded, Jordan 
would export about one mil- 
lion tonnes of dmker to these 
countries. He did not give a 
breakdown of the export* to 
each country. 

In order to better handle the 
inc**ase of cSnker export, the 
~iaent Factory and the 
Aqaba Port Authority decided 
after a study that a conveyor 
belt was needed to load the 
clinker from trucks into ships 
for export. 

Sayegh said, that if a belt 
was imported, it would have 
cost JD 500,000 **ao we de- 
cided against buying the belt 
and instead looked into the 
possibility of mwm i f a/ 'f nrro g it 


locally." 

He taud dux certain rev 
materials were needed to 
ButB irf act m c that belt, which 
was co mp l ete d in 55 days, buz 
declined to say what sort of 
materials went into the con- 
struction. 

” Saycgh said, however, that 
JD 2,8&5 worth of equipment 
was bought from the local ma- 
id. around JD 8.878 worth of 
equipment was used from fac- 
tory stocks and JD 30,000 
worth of equipment was used 
from scraps at the factory, bat 
again Sayegh declined any ex- 
planation what the scraps or 
stocks were. The project 
- armally costs about JD 45.U00. 

Project engineer, Tahseen 
A! Sham*, headed a team of 14 
technical and en- 

gineers with "meed and effi- 
ciency," Sayegh said. They 
manufactured a conveyor belt 
with a landing capacity of 300 
tonnes per boor, a length of 36 
metres and a height of 15 
metres. 

Although the Pearl had ar-. 
rived and left, the bell is not 
yet in Aqaba. “We are waiting 
for the port authority to tell us 
which berth to take the belt 
to.'* Shipping the belt to 
Aqaba entails a tedious pro- 
cess, for the factory would 
have to disassemble the belt 
and assemble it again in 
Aqaba, Sayegh said. 

“We are very pleased with 
the conveyor belt. It is locally 
designed and now we can pro- 
duce clinker for local and ex- 
port markets.'* Sayegh said. 

"If all goes smoothly, we 
have intend to manufacture 
more conveyor belts and in- 
crease our exports, Sayegh 
added. 



The Orel locaBy-umdi 
cem e n t aboard ship* 


: cdovcjof oat emptoyra mts weex so 
at Aqaba. 
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WHAT’S GOING ON 

The foUowmg listings ant compiled /nun monthly buUctws and 
the daily Antic press. Readers are advised to verify the listed 
time and place with the concerned institutions. 

EXHIBITIONS 

* An ex hfc h t ou of photos of plays directed by Cbereas, Mes- 
gukfc, Mnoocttine, Ptaudbon and others, at the French 
Cnbunri Centre- 

ft An ediifeltaef printings by Alta Ammoora, Nabfla HBml and 
Nawai AMuSah at Abdul Hnetf Stoma Foondntian <10 
•-»»»- - 5 pun.). 

* A photography exfcfbltioa by Smner A! Tai at die Teank 




ft An fihMUn n of stamp co B erti oa of the Arab Cooperation 
Conacfl c ou n tries at Jordan Elect ri city Authority. ‘ 

ft An Iraqi book fthftttb n tit the Mu’ta Unfrerdty. 

-ft Aa rria>Mn ucntlfled*nVegty years of French cortr flH rttenm 
studying Syria aw ft a retog y” at the Institute of Ant fo o p otogy 
and Arrksiningy at Vunnook Uni ve r s i ty, 
dr An cnhUtfon sodded (4 ModdsaffheJorAadanpl^ic art** at 
(he Soviet Ctibn! Centre. 

☆ A ptotograpWc ah&ftfcm an Oe Soviet .armed Item at the _ 
Soviet Cufrunl Cadre. 


ft A French Ohn entitled “U Uen dn Crime” at die French 
Cciturai Centre — W0 pjo. 
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SIXTH GRADERS VISIT AL 1A1: A 
group of sixth grade s t ud ents from the Amman 
Ba ccalau reate School, among them H2s Royal 
my****—* P rin ce Rashid A1 Hasson, (fourth from 


left), vfatted the A1 Ra’I new spap er offices and 
press Tuesday. The vMtan were briefed on bow a 
newspaper is produced and what goes fcato it by AI 
Ra'i staff (Photo by Yousef AI ‘ABan). 


Price index on the rise, 
salaries remain frozen 


AMMAN (Petra) — The prices 
index in Jordan has been steadily 
rising while most wages and salar- 
ies re mai ne d frozen in the past 
you- despite go ver nment efforts 
to deal with the situation, accord- 
ing to the Department of Statis- 
tics. 


statistical baBetin to be pub&sbed 
shortly tarijearing a rise in the 
index the pari year ax an average 
rate of 33.8 per cent. 

It said basic food commodities 
rose by 25 per cent, clothes and 
shoes loy 77 per cent, housing by 
seven per cent, home appliances 
by 102 per cent, transport by 58 
per cent, medical care by 41 per 
cent, recre ati on by 98 per cent. 

The buQexin said that indica- 
tions point to tire fact that the 
trend of tiring prices was con- 
tinumg. 


Minister of Supply Nabil A bul 
Hudasaid in a statement that the 
rise in prioes was doe to external 
and interna! causes. 

The rise in the exchange rate of 
the European currencies over the 


past few months was about 32 per 
cent; Jordan imports a great (teal 
of products from Europe, the 
minister said. 

He said another externa] factor 
for the increase was that Euro- 
pean countries were gradually re- 
moving ail subsidies on exports 
which leads to a further rise of 
prices of European goods includ- 
ing dairy products. 

Abu! Huda said that inaccurate 
statements and receipts by mer- 
chants about the cost of imported 
products resulted in higher costs. 

“The Ministry of Supply is 
trying its best to control the sana- 
tion ami has cancelled earlier 
decisions in order to allow mer- 
chants to make profits up to 15 
per cent," the minister said. 

Ministry of Industry and 
Trade's Secretary-General 
Mohammad Saqqaf agreed with 
Abul Huda's assessment and said 
that his ministry was now revising 
prices of locally produced indust- 
rial goods in cooperation with the 
Amman Chamber of Industry. 
The Ministry of Industry and 
Trade was also maintainin g and 
enhancing barter trade agree- 
ments between Jordan and other 


Ministry 
reinstates 
26 more 
teachers 


AMMAN (J.T) — Another 26 
ante and female teachers dfa- 
mfaaed from their jobs for pcU- 
tical r ea s ons and 18 women 
teachers whose a p plications 
were blocked on political 
g - oqadi have new been re* 
employed by the Ministry of 
Education. 

The announcement was 
made Tuesday by Minister of. 
Mnr a Ho B and Higher Educa- 
tion Mohammad Hamdan, who 
last week * w>nWBr *^ the rein- 
statement of 26 other teachers 
iflnmfmnf on sfanSar grounds. 

' Hamdan said that he was 

nukteg arrangements with the 

Civil Services CommbsfoB 
(CSC), which processes ap- 
plications for work h govern- 
ment offices, to give priority to 
te ach er s d is mtoed for political 
r eas o n s. So for the Ministry of 
Education has rc-appdated 78 
of fee dismis s ed teachers out of 
298 t each ers dfa mfa ac d from 
fedr posts, according to fee 
Jordan News Agency, Petra. 

The government decided 
earlier feb month to reinstate 
riB thoae who lost their jobs on 
political grounds. 


Preparations 
under way 
for pollution 
workshop 


AMMAN (J.T.) — The 
Environmental Research Centre 
of the Royal Scientific Society is 
engamsmg a regional workshop 
on air pollution. 

The objectives of the workshop,' 
scheduled to be held Feb 26-28, 
are to review the activities and 
research efforts undertaken by 
the developing countries in the 
field of air pollution and to 
discuss and analyse methods and 
procedures to be followed when 
setting national air pollution 
standards, according to its 
org ani se r s. 

The workshop also aims at 
increasing the awareness of the 
importance of air pollution 
control in a global frame. 
Selected Arab and foreign 
experts will participate in fee 
workshop in addition to selectd 
staff of Arab uni v e na ti es and 
research centres, staff of 
companies, agencies, regional 
and mteniatkmal institutions and 
ministries concerned with 
protecting fee cumronment, a 
press release issued by the 
ewganisexs said. 

The workshop is co-sponsored 
by the Higher Council for Science 
and Technology, the 
International Development 
Research Centre, the United : 
Nations Environment 
Programme Regional Office for < 
Wot Asia and the Abdul Hamid 
Sbooum Foundation. 

The Environmental Research 
Centre has conducted a study 
supported by the International 
Development Research 
Geatre£aiuda to determine air 
pollution sources, types and 
degree m Amman wmch lasted 
for three years sure 1986. . 


Good Samaritans step forward 
to help meet Jordan’s cornea needs 


AMMAN (J.T,) — His Majesty 
King Hussein's concern over au 
eight-year-old child from Irbid in 
lured of corneas and an appeal to 
the public made earlier this 
week by fee director of fee Eye 
Bank in Jordan seem to have paid 
off. 

Reports from fee Jordan News 
Agency, Petra, and the local 
press said a Jordanian expatriate 
living in West Germany bad cal- 
led Radio Jordan, which first 
reported about the boy, Jafaar 
from Irbid, and the King's im- 
mediate response, and offered to 
arrange for his flight and accom- 
modation in West Germany 
where a famous optician would 
provide the corneas and cany out 
fee operation free of charge. 

The good Samaritan expatriate 


is Dr. Butros Habib AI Tawil, 
who told Radio Jordan that he 
was now opening a special 
account at a West German bank 
to raise donation from Jordanian 
expatriates in West Germany to 
cover the cost of the operation 
and the boy’s stay in West Ger- 
many. 

King Hussein voiced apprecia- 
tion to Tawil for his assistance 
and said he was willing to cover 
fee cost of the boy's flight and 
accommodation, according to 
Petra. 

Radio Jordan's cad-in prog- 
ramme has received numerous 
telephone calls from Jordanians 
here and abroad offering finan- 
cial help and feeir own corneas 
after death to the Jordan Eye 
Bank, which is housed at the 


Jordan University Hospital in 
Amman, Petra sand. 

One expatriate told Radio Jor- 
dan he was offering DM 5,000 to 
help cover the cost of Jafaar’s 
operation. 

King Hussein and Prime Mink - 
ter Mudar Badran have 
announced their contribution of 
their corneas after death to the 
Eye Baltic, according to a report 
in the local press. Several other 
prominent Jordanian personali- 
ties including Chief Chamberlain 
Prince Ra’ad Ben Zeid and Up- 
per House of Parliament Speaker 
Ahmad AI Lawzi, have also 
offered their corneas for this 
humanitarian 

A report in fee local press said 
that the corneas of Khaled Khad- 


er, a young Jordanian who died in 
a road accident, were donated to 
a 20-year-old woman who hap- 
pened to be the sister of a traffic 
policeman who was reported the 
accident two months ago. The 
police succeeded in requesting 
the family of the deceased to 
offer his aster the young man’s 
corneas, fee report said. 

Eye Bank Director Fuad 
Sayegh appealed to fee public 
Saturday for donations of cor- 
neas. 

He said that each cornea costs 
ax least S750 to be paid in the 
country of origin abroad for pre- 
parations before implantation. 
According to Sayegh, earlier 
appeals to the public to offer 
corneas went unheeded. 


ACC radio stations to Jointly cover summit 


AMMAN (Petra) — The national 
radio stations of Jordan, Egypt, 
Iraq and North Yemen, fee four 
countries of fee Arab Coopera- 
tion Council (ACC), will jointly 
cover the ACC summit sessions, 
which are scheduled to start here 
Saturday, Feb. 24, according to 
Radio Jordan Director Ibrahim 
Sbahzadeh. 

Shahzadeh made fee statement 
at the conclusion of meetings by 
directors of radio stations in the 
four countries to plan future 
cooperation and to coordinate 
efforts in covering the delibera- 


tions of fee enmfng s u mmi t- , 

The directors of the four sta- 
tions: Hilmi 'AI BaQak from 
Egypt, Ahmad Noubi of North 
Yemen and Hareth Abboud of 
Iraq and Shahzadeh signed mi- 
nutes of the talks at die final 
session, Shahzadeh said. 

He told the Jordan News 
Agency, Petra, that the four 
directors reached agreement on 
broadcasting joint 60-minute 
weekly variety p rog ram mes dur- 
ing the coming month of 
Ramadan. 

He said that the programmes. 


to be produced jointly by the four 
countries and broadcast in fee 
morning through dusk at the end 
of the day’s fast, will cover Arab 
World affairs and Islamic topics. 

According to Shahzadeh, 
agreement was also reached for 
the exchange of radio announcers 
and programme production and 
on facilities to be given by each of 
the four stations to one another 
and on exchanging religious se- 
rials featuring historic events. In 
addition, he said, the four sta- 
tions would make a joint inven- 


. tory sheet on their programmes 
and will exchange weekly news 
materials highlighting the ACCs 
major activities as well as technic- 
al, scientific and sports events in 
the four countries. 

Following the final session. 
Minister of Information Ibrahim 
Lzzeddi met wife the four direc- 
tors to review the agreements. 
Tm»AKn urged fee four stations 
to give ample attention to train- 
ing of staff and to encouraging 
news exchange and radio prog- 
rammes and to coordinate future 
cooperation. 


countries to ensure the sale of 
various products at reasonable 
rates, Saqqaf said. 

Two supply merchants EHa Nu- 
qul and Mohammad AI Haj Deeb 
attributed the rise in prices to the 
high rate of foreign exchange 
against the Jordanian dinar, and 
also to the government-imposed 
duty on imported goods. 

They said that the Customs 
Department charges a IS per cent 
duty in tariffs and an additional 
18 per cent on services. 

Nazmi AI Abdullah, director of 
the Customs Duty Department, 
said that most basic foodstuffs 
inclu d ing dried milk, wheat, and 
rice were exempted from duty 
and were imported by the Minis- 
try of Supply. He said other 
commodities including meat, len- 
tils, chick peas, maize, onions, 
garlic and potatoes were not 
charged any import duty except a 
five per cent value added tax. 
Duty imposed on various other 
imported foodsruffs were de- 
signed to protect local industries. 
Abdullah explained. 

He said that duty on imported 
luxuries like chocolates reached 
up to 90 per cent. 


Writers 

association 

congratulates 

Mandela 

By a Jordan Times 
Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — The Jordanian Wri- 
ters Association (JWA) Tuesday 
sent a telegram to South African 
nationalist leader Nelson Mande- 
la congratulating him on his re- 
lease from prison after 27 years 
and expressing solidarity wife the 
struggle of South African blacks. 

In the telegram, signed by 
JWA President Abdul Rahim 
Omar, described Mandela as “the 
symbol of freedom, fee giant of 
Africa," and drew parallels be- 
tween the South African black 
straggle and the Palestinian 
struggle. 

Following is fee full text of fee 
telegram, which was made avail- 
able to the Jordan Times. 

In the name of Jordanian wri- 
ters we congratulate all freedom 
fighters, all free men and women 
and all honest people who look to 
you wife all the support, love and 
pride in your heroic struggle and 
steadfastness. 

The racial tyranny that has 
been practised against your peo- 
ple for so many decades is also 
being practised by fee rulers of 
Israel against Arabs in general 
and Palestinians in particular. 


International fair displays 
wide array of Arabic books 


By a Jordan Times 
Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — An ideal 
entertainment centre for many 
book lovers was inaugurated by 
Minister of Information Ibrahim 
Izridine Tuesday; it promised an 
array of Arabic books on Islam, 
philosophy, psychology and an 
impressive selection of children's 
books. 

The second Amman 
international book fair, held at 
the Universal Auto Centre (near 
fee University of Jordan), displays 
a good range of English Academic 
books, medical dic ti onaries and 
comparer instruction books. 

The 10-day book fair has on 
show publications of dose to 150 
publishing houses from Jordan, 


Lebanon, Syria, Saudi Arabia, 
Egypt, Kuwait, Iraa, Qatar, 
Tunisia, Libya, Englan d, fee 
United States, Turkey, Cyprus, 
Switzerlan d , the Soviet Union 
and West Germany. 

But although the number of 
publishing houses participating in 
the book fair is very i m press i ve, 
many visitors to the book fair said 
they had expected a larger 
selection of topics, especially 
contemporary political books and 
novels. 

“I expected to find more 
English and French books, 
especially that these types of 
books are usually missing in the 
local market," said a young 
female visitor. 

A few publishing bouses have 


set up kiosks at the fair but there 
were no books on the shelves 
Tuesday. “Over books arrived in 
a truck which also carried glass 
and toys so they are still held by 
the customs until an added foe is 
determined," a representative of 
AI Dawa Publishing House in 
Egypt explained to the Jordan 


A dictionary which drew 
special attention was an 
illustrated “Arab Child 
Dictionary” in Arabic, English 
and French published by fee 
Ghassan House for Publishing 
and Distribution. 

Dictionaries were a special 
attraction for visitors to a special 
kiosk by Longmans which had on 
show several aides to English 
writing and under standing 


Petra Bank dispute remains stalemated 


( Continu ed from page 1) 

Anaui denied ai Tuesday's press 
conference that he had said such a 
thing, and explained that he had 
I old the president of the JBIEA 
that there was one employee who 
had signed irregular documents. 
“But I was talking about one em- 
ployee not all,** Anani com- 
mented, adding that what be said 
was completely "twisted" rad re- 
layed to the euqdqyees. 

At the sit-in, e mployees earned 
banners, some of which were pre- 
sented by s up portive associations 
*nd institutions, demanding feat 
"slander” against die bank most 
stop, and praising the unity of aU 
employees in their “struggle for 
our just rights.” The banneis «id 
that the protest would continue 
until their demands were met. 

Another employee said that the 
current management must bear the 
responsibility Cor “fee destruction 

of fee bank along wife others who 
were involved in corruptioa under 
the preview management." 

She added feat any dedskm gov- 
ernment mig ht »»V'* tO 


liquidate fee bank was unaccept- 
able, “and His Majesty Kmg H os- 
sein would not accept feat 3,000 
peopole who depend on this bank 
be on the streets. It is up to the 
King to make deriri o ns for the 
bank.” 

“If fee management had any 
dignity, they would resign. We 
warn an honest and dean manage- 
ment that truly has the best interest 
of fee bmdc in mfod, and we swear 
we will work wbote-beartedly to 
make it fee best bank, because no 
one cases about tins national insti- 
tution as much as we employees 
do," said another outspoken 
female employee. 

Several Lower House deputies 
from die Democratic Bloc were 
present at the sit-in to ex p res s 
solidarity wife the employees. 

Issa Madanat, a deputy from 
Karak, told fee Jordan Times feat 
the employees had every right to 
protest re this manner because they 
had tried afi means to achieve their 
rights wife fef HiamgfMrnl {0 gg 
avail. 

“ AU fee employees are extreme- 
ly protective of their in st i t u tion. 


but they are suffering as a result of 
problems created by the previous 
management. Unfortunately, the 
new mana gement is not any belter 
and ha* done nothing to alleviate 
these problems,” according to 
MadanaL 

JBIEA President Haidar 
Rashid, who was present during 
the sit-in which began at 8 in the 
morning and lasted until 230 p.m., 
s»d die assodatkm had sent mes- 
sages to King Hasson and the 
pome nwtnfea-c to invervene and 
bringing account aH “corrupt 
forces" of fee previous and present 
management of the bank and dear 
fee wanu- of die bank. 

The Mrariatinn abo called on aH 
employ ees in eveiy bank in fee 
capital to join die Petra Bank 
emp loy e e s m their protest against 
fee management committee 
Wednesday after their working 
hones at 2 pjn. Rashid said Ire 
expected a large number to show 
up, c ottt jdr ri n g dim many banks. 
in Uitutiow and professional and 
labour rations Tuesday seat mes- 
sages of solid ari t y wife the Petra 
Bnik e m pto y eea m fedr pretest 


NATIONAL NEWS IN BRIEF 

SSC to finance JPA housing project 

AMMAN (Petra) — Social Security Corporation (SSC) Director 
General Mahtfi AI Farhan Tuesday held talks wife Jordanian Press 
-Association (JPA) President Hashem Khreisat and JPA board 
members mi issues pertaining to financing a JPA bousing project. 
Farh an and the JPA delegation agreed in principle to supply fee 
corporation with the association’s statute, law and fee housing 
project’s plans. Farhan voiced the corporation’s readiness to 
provide aU necesasxy fadHties to the project. The association's 
ad minist rative committee will hold an extraordinary meeting 
Thursday to work out the details of fee project and ro ensure that 
afl documents requested are presented to fee corporation. 

Solar energy talks review 4 papers 

AMMAN (Petra) — The first international conference on the use 
of solar energy in combatting soil diseases Tuesday discussed four 
working papers. The first paper dealt wife the physical effects of 
using solar energy in sterilising the soil while the second and the 
third discussed the effects of solar disinfection of pesticides and 
bacteria, and the fourth dealt with the effects of solar disinfection 
on harmful herbs. The conference is organised by the University of 
Jordan In cooperation wife the Food and Agriculture Organisation 
and the" Ministry of Agriculture. 

Physicians to attend Cairo conference 

AMMAN (Petra) — A Jordanian medical team headed by the 
president of the Arab Heart Surgeons Association (AHSA), left 
for Cairo Tuesday to take part in a three-day conference organised 
by the AHSA in cooperation with the Egyptian Heart Surgeons 
Society. The Jordanian delegation will present three working 
papers on heart transpfanlatkni in Jordan, congenital diseases and a 
cath eterisation - Taking part in the conference will be heart 
orty-miK from the Arab World, fee United States, West Germany 
and the United Kingdom. 

‘Oldest 1 man dies at 130 

AMMAN (J.T.) — Haj Mu’in Ibrahim Abu Dalbouh, who is 
alleged to have been fee oldest man in Jordan, has died in Jerash at 
the age of 130 years. According to his son Abdul Latif, his father 
had wen working in livestock trade and agriculture until his death. 
He said his father was moving contmuoraly between Jerash and his 
birthplace, the village of AI Kferr, on foot and that he never took a 
bus or a taxi during his regular travel from his village to Jerash. He 
added that his father never visited a doctor, except one week 
before his death when he fell sick. 

Refinery reports higher sales 

AMMAN (Petra) — The Jordan Petroleum Refinery Company 
achieved an increase of two per cent in its sales of oil products 
.during January, compared with the same month last year. The 
company's sales jumped from 283,130 tonnes in January 1989 to 
290,074 tonnes test month an increase of 6,944 tonnes in its gross 
sales. 
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Arab self-reliance — the 
name of the game 

SEVERAL Members of Parliament raised the need to 
reactivate the Eastern Front daring last week’s delibera- 
tions. Their call for bolstering Arab defences came in the 
wake of tbe im pending Soviet Jewish immigration to Israel 
and tbe disclosure that the peace process in the Middle Blast 
has reached a dead end. There was also a parallel 
recognition by those parliamentarians that Syrian-Iraqi 
relations need to be not onfy restored bat also developed into 
a truly brotherly path before this aspired goal of reactivat- 
ing the Eastern Print can take foil shape and substance. In 
other words, this missing fink in Arab relations needs to be 
redressed if Arab defences are to reach the level and degree 
of cooperation and coordination necessary to face the new 
Israeli threats. One does not have to be an expert in 
geopolitical strategies to realise that anfy when Arab 
defences are adequate there would be a real hope for 
regaining Arab territories over the negotiating table or 
otherwise. And as long as the Eastern Front is in disarray, 
there is not much hope for the ongoing peace process to 
come to fruition. The projected Arab smnmtt will be an 
ample o pp or t u nity to address this aspect of inter-Arab 
relations and hopefully the concerned Arab countries wffl 
realise then and there that they can no hmgw afford the 
luxury of mnmtamfng Arab animosities in the face of 
growing Israeli threats and the changes that are occurring in 
the axis of power on the international arena. With this 
assessment in mind, Jordan has left no stone untamed hi 
order to affect and realise h ar mo ni ous relations between 
Baghdad and Damascus. And it is no aeddent that Israel's 
initial reaction to the recent calk for the reactivation of the 
Eastern Front has been one of concern and anxiety. To be 
sore* the breathing of new fife into the defunct Eastern 
Front would have more than Israel In mind. The need to ' 
start a nucleus of joint Arab action has become all the more t 
pressing in the face of the many changes occurring on the ' 
international arena, especially between the East and the. 
West. With tbe new regrouping of powers in tbe world, the 
Arab World has become vulnerable to intimidation and 
threats more than ever. Self-reliance by the Arab Nation has 
got to be the name of the new game. Otherwise, tbederigns 
on the Arab countries would reach unmanageable propor- 
tions. In this vein, the Arab Cooperation Council me m b e r 
states are best positioned to take the early initiative in 
forging a common defence strategy that could serve as the 
lindens for a greater and broader Arab defence strategy 
enc omp a ss ing the Entire Eastern Front co untries. Fortu- 
nately, two Arab summits are now in the cards; one on the 
ACC level and another on the Arab League scale. Hopeful- 
ly, the two venues would provide the nec e ss ar y fora for the 
elaboration of this common Arab defence strategy. 


JORDAN PRESS EDITORIALS 


A1 Ral Arabic daily on Tuesday focused attention on a statement 
by British Prime Minister Margaret Thatcher in which she 
criticised all attempts to uproot the Palestinian Arabs from their 
homes and lands for the sake of settling new Jewish immigrants in 
their place. The paper said that the Bri tish p remie r displayed her 
total resentment of this idea describing it as a real aggression cm 
and violation of all human rights. Thatcher’s views co n trast 
sharply with those of the United States which has been condomng- 
Israel’s aggression on tbe Arabs and s u pp o r tin g Israel’s perpetual 
occupation of Arab lands, the paper noted. The United States for 
its part continues the drive to help Israel to bmld settlements and 
to absorb Jewish immigrants at the expense of Palestinian lawk 
and rights, the paper added. We had hoped that T hatche r’s 
would be copied by all the other members of the European 
Community in their de alings with the Middle East situation, the 
paper said. It said that tbs Arabs want all the Europeans to 
support the concept of s wappin g land for peace and a halt for ail 
Israeli atrocities in the occupied Arab lands. The Arabs do not 
want the Europeans to remain prisoners of injustice done to the 
Jews by tbe Nazis and they do not want the E uro pe a ns to hwmm 
impassive to the Israeli criminal action leaving the Aneticw to, 
have a free hand in dealing with tbe situation in the Middle 
area, the paper added. The Arabs, the paper concluded, do not 
wish to see the Americans having a free hand providing the 
Israelis with all sorts of assistance to maintain their nmipatinn ot 
Arab lands. 

A oohumrist in A1 Ra*i daily tackles the question of official 
telephones installed at rise homes of senior officials. Still Abdu 
Samad says tbe practice of granting such officials free telephones, 
obviously for official business, is costing the country a fortune. It 
is tree that certain officials need to be contacted after office hours 
in view of the nature of their work and the urgency of the 
business, but these are only very few and not as many as those 
now enjoying the bliss of having official telephones installed in 
their homes, the paper continued. It said that the Mutistiy of 
and Rural Affairs and the Environment has already 
casuM, eft official telephones even those uutallrd at muffin’ ' 
bodies with a ,view to saving unnecessary expe nse s. AH other 
g o ver nm ent departments, the writer said, should follow the . 
example of this ministry which has indeed saved a lot of money for 
tbe treasury by its wise action. 

Commenting on the continued Soviet Jewish influx into occupied 
Palestine Sawt AJ Saab daily said that all official Arab j 
information services have been tackling the issue with articles 
attacking tins' hostile move. This attack has spec ially g ained 
ipqffM- p t nm in view of Shamir’s declaration of his intention to | 
create a greater Israel benefiting from tins peat influx. Asking as j 
all Arabs axe agreed that the Soviet Jewish immigration consti- 
tutes a grave danger to the Arabs in general and the Palestinians 
in particular, then one can reasonably assume that a joint and 
collective action ought to be taken, the paper continued. It said it 
is now dear that the Soviet Union and the United States are 
-laying a dirty g* 1 ™* on tbe Arabs and tbe Arabs have no 
but to c o n fro n t tins serious situation with one accord 
and one united stand. ,-v.^ MI | MI |— 


THE full-fledged floatation of interest rates began on Feb. 3, 
1990. That step was i after extensive consultations between 
the Central Bank of Jordan (GBJ) cm the one hand and 
commercial Hawbi and rmanca companies on the other. Actually, 
a draft of the nuanorandum of CBJ decreeing floatation had been 
d istri b u ted to banks two months earlier and was refined in the 
tight of the bankers’ remarks. However, the tactics rather than the 
substance were the subject of consultation. These included 
various scenarios on the possible voluntary adoption of minimum 
rates on deposits and tire impact of this on the costs of funds. 

And the whole thing was largely a formality because interest 
rates were practically floated almost a year ago except that 
floatation of interest on loans took the form of a 9 per cent ceding 
and a freely determined co mmiss ion charge, a combination 
designed to get round tire old Ottoman ordinance which outlawed 
interest rates higher than 9 per cent 

The IMF c o nnection 

There is no question that this floatation was one of the dictates 
of the International Monetary Fund (IMF). Independently of the 
so-called economic adjustment programme, the IMF has tirelessly 
for years preached Jordan to float interest rates, together with 
other “tibera!” measures such as the devaluation of the Jordanian 
dinar. Under the accord of Jordan with IMF, the floatation 
became a must. Now it is left to the wise men in Jordan to labour 
in order to the “blessings” said to be entailed in tins 

floatation at a time when they had hardly gotten away with the 
remedying of tbe destructive results of the dinar’s devaluation 
which was another “must” in itself. 

LDCk Special case 

Being one manifestation of tbe interplay of market forces, 
floating interest rates should, in theory at least, be welcome. But 
this theorisation is tailored to the sophisticated markets of 
developed co un tri e s. Its premature injection into the highly 
imperfect markets of Least Developed Countries (LDCs) could 
be counter productive. Failure to allow for that could lead to 
jumps m dark. 

In LDCs, monetisation of the economy has not gone far 
enough. Liquidity preference is strong and self-finance is charac- 
teristic of great many businesses, especially in commerce. 
InfcaiziatiOD is not suffioentiy permeated and loans are sometimes 
acquired interest-free from relatives, friends and neighbours. This 
phenomenon is magnified in Mamie societies where interest is 
sometimes equated with usury. For all these reasons, demand for 
credit is hardly a function of interest rates which therefore fail to 
be a good allorator of fends. Tims floating rates effect on resource 
allocation in LDCs will be d ifferen t from the pattern that 
prevails in developed countries, portrayed in textbooks, preached 
by die IMF and finally marketed in replication by enthusiastic 
disciples of market forces. 

Sarcastic assumptions 

There is a host of naive arguments about the virtues of freely 
wavering interest rates in a c o un t ry tike Jordan. One argument 
c laims it will check capital Sight. Tins is ridiculous if only because 
it assumes that capital flight has been triggered by low interest 
rates on dinar deposits. A different version of tins argument goes 


even as for as saying that higher interest rates will serve to convert 
dollar de p o sits into dinar deposits as if the interest differential 
were the. decisive factor which ignited the movement of funds to 
dollar deposits in the first place, let alone tiie implicit assumption 
that floatation leads necessarily to higher rates. 

A more naive viewpoint ma i ntains that floating rates will boost 
saving. This is a grossly wrong notion because interest rates 
determine the allocation of already generated savings to compet- 
ing investments ( d epos its , stocks, bonds etc.) but they do not 
create them initially. That creation is the task of other forces 
(income levels, life cycle, permanent income). 

The all-purpose argument 

Another argument is the class ical one which holds that floating 
interest rates improves the allocation of funds in behalf of 
efficient enterprises. This is a superficially good argument very 
commonly used, or abased, in the context of primitive economic 
analysis because it is so ambiguous as to mean anything, if 
necessary, and also so non-specific and nonrcommitting as to 
mean nothing, if necessary as wefl. Efficient enterprises can 
defeat inefficient ones, drive them out of market and/or win 
scarce resources under floating and unfloating interest rate 
systems and they do that whether interest rates are at the level of 
7 per cent or 15 per cent. Besides, interest forms only a fraction of 
production costs. Only a fraction of that fraction will be due to 
floatation of interest rates and is certainly not good to build a 
policy, if not a theory, on it. 

Floating bids rates up 

Apparently, the implicit assumption in the above arguments 
must be that floating brings about higher rates, because otherwise 
they crumble. However, this assumption has turned out to be true 
in the case of Jordan but it is not the norm. Where we start from a 
low rate base, as we did in Jordan, floating forces rates upwards. 
It has raised interest by an average of 2 per cent on deposits and 3 
per cent on loans. 

It is not commendable to rush to conduaons in such a short 
period of time. The Feb. 3 floatation of interest rates has not 
worked itself completely through the economy and any potential 
rise in rates will not show op in the short run. It is my conviction 
that floatation win push rates higher and higher in the medium 
and laqgiun if it is a genuine one. And this is a big “if”. Actually 
the CBJ is working hard to check any undesirable rises in interest 
on loans, through moral suasion not market intervention, and 
banks are co-operating with the CBJ to that end. Bat, can that 
last? 

Shortcomings of floating rates 

The main objection of floating rates in LDCs stems from the 
absence of a dependable (market) mechanism to steer rates up 
and down, in line with the business cycle and the socto-economic 
requirements of the country. Any developing country can easily 
unleash interest rates but then die question is whether it can 
harness them thereafter. 

In advanced countries, such a mechanism is existent. This is 
why one can say that in practical terms there is nothing such as 
floating rates; they are controlled either directly by decrees (in 
most LDCs) or in dire c tly through market intervention and policy 
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MmfwiwreiTicntK (in advanced countries).- ' 

Another shortcoming is that floating rates add to costs. This 
hits industries and low-income borrowers. One question is 
whether the social fabric, let alone the production system, can 
tolerate rising interest rates, especially on nousiiig loans, mid when 
it might crack muter the pressure erf soaring rates. Tins aspect 
becomes more critical if we are after achieving real interest rates. 
And this must be our goal because the system of floating interest 
rates does not work without it. (Remember tire alleged virtues of 
floating pre-men tinned earlier). And because demand for credit is 
not sensitive to interest rates in LDCs, interest rate rises tend to 
fan the flame* of inflation. 

Not only that. The classic notion maintains that higher interest . 
rates combat inflation became they push up costs and thus curtail 
demand for credit. In at least as for as demand for consumption 
purposes is concerned, tbe devaluation of the dinar has sent costs, 
and thereby prices, skyfaigh; high indeed to the extent that there is 
no room left for any price rises which can be demand-curtailing 
such as those emanating from higher interest rates. In other 
words, all cyrteflAMe demand has already been nipped out .. 

Public outcry 

To conclude, floating of interest rates serves mainly the 
interests of banks thanks to the baigammg power edge they have. 
Thus the authorities have to step inso as to protect bask 
customers, stem the burst of public outcry and deal with a stream 
of justified and unjustified complaints a gains t hanks mid-high 
interest rates. Tbe commercial banking sector stands to be the 
mam beneficiary of floating rates although some small banks 
migh t suffer. 

ft is futile to make a fuss about floating, now and as long as our 
c ommitme nts under the IMF accordare there. The question to be 
pondered is whether the damage inflicted by floating rates win be 
■reversible once that accord is termmated and how to minimise 
such damage. It is noteworthy that the amendment to CBJ law 
which legalised floating was deliberately worded as to allow for its 
abolishing at any time. Of course I, far one, hope that the system 
of floating interest rates mil work against all odds. I know I am 
not alone. I had the «nne hope when the Jordanian dinar was 
floated (devalued). But sadly enough, that was a tragically 
frustrated hope because, as you all know, devaluation has not 
worked. Will we be more lucky this time!? 


Irish ambassador: Ireland aware of strong EC-Arab ties 


Ashda nd assumed the EC pres- 
idency at tbe begznnmg of tins 
year, the Irish ambassador to 
Jordan , Antoin Macunfraidh, 
who is based in Baghdad, contri- 
buted to tbe EC Newsletter the 
following statement on bis gov- 
ernment's programme during its 
six-month term. 

.IRELAND assumes the pres- 
idency of die European Com- 
munity for the six months begin- 
ning on Jan. 1, 1990 against a 
background of historic change in 
the Community and in Europe as 
a whole. It is as the Taoiseach 
(Prime Minister) Charles J. 
Haugbey has said, “a time of new 
hope for all Europeans, East and 
West. Momentous events are tak- 
ing place daily. The ideological 
j walls that kept the people apart 
are Grumbling as surely as the 
Berlin WaflL Patterns which had 
been fixed for two generations 
since the World War H are shift- 
ing and changing with almost 
unbelievable rapidity.” 


The scale and scope of these 
changes present the Community 
with an enormous challenge 
which must be faced with courage 
and vision. The C ommunit y’s re- 
sponse; to this challenge will be 
of crucial importance, not just to 
the Community.ifsetf and to East- 
ern Europe 'but also to other 
countries throughout the world. 
At Strasbourg on Dec. 8 and 9, 
1989, under die the presidency of 
France, the Community deemed 
the broad lines of its response, 
namely to proceed with its poli- 
cies of greater unity and integra- 
tion ami also to support the 
heroic efforts of the people of 
Eastern Europe to build for 
themselves a new society on the 
sound principles of democracy, 
individual freedom and the rate 
of law. 

The focus of the Irish presiden- 
cy will be, therefore, 

0) to continue to make prog- 
ress towards the completion of 
the internal market by flatter 
reducing the obstacles to com- 


plete freedom of competi t i on in 
tbe supply of goods and services 
throughout the twelve member 
states of the Community; 

(ii) to advance the preparations- 
far economic and monetary un- 
ion. Such a union is a logical 
complement to the development 
of a single market. It, too, must 
be panned rigorously through 
policies designed to create condi- 
tions of stability and to facilitate 
economic growth; 

(in) to promote the adoption of 
forward-looking policies and me- 
asures to support the peoples of 
Eastern Europe in their efforts to 
achieve democratic freedom in- 
cluding, in particular, the com- 
mencement of negotiations on 
the setting up of an European 
bank for reconstruction and de- 
velopment. 

Although it is natural that tbe 
dramatic developments in East- 
ern Europe should attract the 
attention of the European Community 
at present, it dmdd be dear that 


tins' attention «31 not be at the ex- 
pense of relations with other 
areas of the world. The Irish 
presidency is keenly aware of the 
strong and dose links which bind 
tiie Community to the Arab 
World. 

The Tweleve have consistently 
called for a comprehensive and 
peaceful settlement to thelsraefr- 
Arab conflict, and tiie position of 
tiie Twelve is dearly set out in the 
Madrid declaration, which was 
reiterated at the European Coun- 
cil meeting in Strasbourg. As 
president, Ireland will do its 
utmost to make progress towards 
a peace settlement. 

The Tweleve welcome the 
efforts currently under way to 
launch a first-ever Israeli-Palesti- 
man dialogue as a step on the 
path to peace. 

Only through discussion be- 
tween the parties directly in- 
volved will there be a resolution 
of this problem. And, in the 
Twelve’s view, it is only through 
an international peace conference 


under U.N. a u sp ic es with . the 
participation of all tiie ..parties 
concerned, inctodSng the FLO, 
that a jnst and lasting settlement' 
can be readied. 

Ireland is also ^gravely con- 
cerned at the continuing abuses 
of human rights in the occupied 
territories, which are not only 
deplored far their own sake, but 
also because they cause attitudes 
to harden and are not conducive 
to a peaceful solution. Sadly, on 
Jan. 14 tiie Twelve had to make 
representations yet again to the 
Israeli authorities on their violent 
sup pression of demonstrations. 

In their demarche, they again 
recalled the importance for 
Israel’s relations with the Twelve 
of full respect for tbe human 
rights erf Pateatfnriam in the occur 
pied territories. 

As president, Ireland will 
facilitate the implementation of 
the increased C ommun i t y aid to 
the Palestinian people announced 
by the E mope an Council, there- 
by attributing to their economic 


and social devel op m ent .! 

The Euro-Arab ministerial 
conference, which was held in 
Paris on Dec. 22, gave a welcome 
boost to tiie ’Twelve’s- relations 
witii the whole of the Arab World 
and snccessfriOy relaunched and 
restructured the Euro-Arab dia- 
logue. Ireland looks forward to 
holding, under tiie new struc- 
tures, the next meeting of the 
general committee of the dia- 
logue in Dublin, daring our pres- 
idency, when we hope to see the 
adoption of a number of practical 
projects of mutual benefit. 

It is dear that, infernally and 
externally, the next six months 
p ose m any challenges to the 
Community. The Irish presidency 
faces those challenges with confi- 
dence, relying on the spirit of 
compromise and the sense of 
common endeavour which axe the 
ha l lmar k of our partners in the 
development Of tiie Community 
to date — Newsletter for EC in 
Jordan. 
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Who is complaining? 
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Mm m foe Dm pUot. Oh se, ha mfcL “Who weeU «ree to 
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replied. M For fimwa l c, 1 hare fob «■ Aw the Far East. Be 
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famstory of my food h arih dta company. bon 
stuff, goes to the bank. Mb my sin np pB rafl oaa and mairaafcwmy 
Americas Exprtac acomsfr, He Is ha the 8 hi feemorsbg 

and 1 gbe tea Aft to the service tied «* I* the emdae when he is 
not up da ri sg dw Ob, Now, tefi aw haw away Hri-hss do I 
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Fire from (he flrac bolt ate he opts fhr a saps- rahot, 1 taid 
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TWsoatS,IpeJrfte**WsE t hcfahat tep h tet .Aod 
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half the eriary at home.” 

WeB than, E the ana la so emfly dhpemfete with, why the 
atogcr? I could not hdp but mfc. 

“WB yaa phase lease me alone to aoet aot my problems oa my 
own?” came the quick retort. 

On my way oat 1 ahaest e nferirrt srfth an w fcad Imdd b g man 
car ryin g a tea tray h umr haul snrf a bm ch of paperx hi the other. 
No doofat, he saa foec ra ploycc in qa e a tl oa. Bat my friend 
a pp ar entl y forgot to Id me about Us tea-making ddh. 


Israelis carry oat hillings 


- (Coeteed from page 1) 
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Arab cartoonists cultivate 
humour despite restrictions 


By Fond ffamdan 

MANAMA (DBA) — "The 
Arab World is probably the one 
area in foe work! that needs 
cartoonists foe most,” the editor- 
in-chief of tbe weekly AI-Majall* 
said recently. 

Abdul Rahman A! R ashed 
added, "if it is true that satire 
spring? from the womb of 
mfrenhy. then we may regard the 
whole Arab region as a vast 
gallery and e v er y Arab a carica- 
turist.” 

AJ Majalla which publishes 
drawings by well-known 
Lebanese cartoonist Mahmud 
Kahil, sponsored an exhibition in 
Bahrain recently diplaying carica- 
tures from many Arab states. 

Their drawin g s depict human- 
right* abuses, censorship, pover- 
ty, social injustice and the suffer- 
ing of foe Palestinian people. 

In one cartoon. Raid Arawi 
from Iraq shows a general mar- 
ching on a globe and ruthlessly 
destroying nature with a lawn 
mower shaped like a tank. 

Cartoons by Mohammad A1 
Khunerfer, a Saudi free lancer 
portray foe situation of women in 
society. 

“Cartoonists manage to impose 
their opinion," said Othman A1 


Omier, editor-in-chief of the 
Asbarq Al Awsat. “They have a 
much wider range expression 
than journalists,” 

Many caricaturists privately 
voice frustration with limits set on 
their works, which lead to self- 
imposed censorship. They point 
our that they must not make fun 
of leaden, and topics like reli- 
gious activism are taboo. 

”1 can sometimes describe foe 
effects of a policy, but not foe 
nan behind it. The problem is that 
modern Arab mentality does not 
tolerate sham criticism." one 
caricaturist said on condioon of 
anonymity. 

“I am careful because even our 
society cannot accept cheeky car- 
toons. I have no illusions that I’m 
in Europe,” be added. "It is a 
miracle that l haven’t yet lost my 
sense of humour.” 

The first modem Arab carica- 
turist was Egyptian Yaaqub San- 
on, who was active in Cairo in foe 
second half of foe 19th century. 

His satire magazine Aba Naz- 
zara Z&rqa, the first in the Arab 
World, was shut down by the 
British because it attacked their 
colonial rule, social injustice and 
polygamy- 

The first generation of Arab 
cartoonists came from Egypt, a 


people famous in the Arab World 
for their sense of humour, and 
their works dealt with the situa- 
tion in their country. 

Today, almost every Arab 
newspaper and magazine has at 
least one cartoonist cm its staff. 
And their themes are pan-Arab, 
that is, the Palestinian cause, the 
war in Lebanon, human rights 
and other topes. 

Perhaps the best-known mod- 
em Arab caricaturist was Naji Al 
Ali, a Palestinian who grew up in 
a Lebanese refugee camp. He 
influenced others like KhaJed Al 
Hasbemi in Bahrain, an architect 
who publishes his cartoons in the 
Manama-based daily Al Ay dm. 

“Naji’s cartoons were sad but 
-not pessimistic. He represented a 
people who lost their homeland. 
His cartoons were for Palestine,” 
Al Hasbemi told DPA. “His sad- 
ness was provocative. It had a 
positive message and it showed 
new perspectives/ ’ 

Al Hasbemi added, “a cartoon 
should depict reality and be 
understood by everybody. Its 
message should be alive and re- 
levant even years later,” he said. 
“And Naji coukl do it.” 

In tus cartoons for the London- 
based Kuwaiti daily A/ Qahas, Al 
Ali used foe figure of a body he 
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named “ Hanzhala .” the Arabic 
name for a bitter desert plant. 

“Hanzhala was bora out of 
bitterness in the diaspora/' he 
once said. Criticised for his sad 
drawings, be replied; “My people 


and I have enough problems, and 
my cartoons are no jokes/' 
Naji Al Ali was shot dead in 
London in 1987. Authorities later 


an Israeli intelligence service 
(Mossad) agent who was behind 
foe murder. 

Naji Al Ali was foe first Arab 


deponed an Israeli diplomat, de- caricaturist killed for his political 
scribed by British press reports as opinions. 


1990 — European Year of Tourism 


How 3rd world can attract more tourists 


By Dr. KM Wolfgang Mete 

Ooe of tbe topics covered by tbo International Toarism Exchange 
TIB Berlin 1990, inking place on tbe Berlin Exhibition Grounds 
ami in tbe ICC Berlin from March 3 to 8, wzD be tbe European 
Year of Toneum, and the measures being undertaken to create a 
single European market. In tbe following report Dr. Karl Mcock 
of tire instit ute fyr Economic Research (HWWA), Hamburg, 
examines tbe measures that should he undertaken by developing 
n umfria in order to retain their co apeti thtness. 


e xces s es by bnman rights groups, 
qpestkp prisoners. 

A! naq taid at least five people 
havnfoeaast the hands of intezxo- 
ntoss since foe uprising began in 
December 1987 — two died in 
1988 and three last year. 

Some 30,000 Palesti n i ans bad 
been detained during tbe 26- 
mouth4oQg uprising against foe 
occupation. 

Tbe or ga n is ation said Israel 
had also increased collective 
punishment through more de- 
molition or seafing of houses. 

It said 228 homes were either 
entirely destroyed or had rooms 
sealed last year because of army 
cha r g es aggnst residents. This 
policy bad left. 3,152 people 


THE aim of the European Year 
of Tourism in 1990 a to give 
additional and lasting impetus to 
touris m in dm European Com- 
uuunt y. In re M Wo" tourism 
be expecte d to benefit from die 
mg mu w being taken by foe 
Co mmuni ty in pre parati on for 
. dm creation of die single Euro- '■ 

C market by 1992. No matter 

fog ■ n nnmii vwfo by the 

Community may be im- 
plemented, third countries are 
advised to pay dose attention to 
snefa initiatives. This applies in 
particnlar to those developing 
countries whose economic 
strength lags behind foal of the 
Community, and which, in the 
tourism sector, tew a substantial 

p»nt op f hwa ii H in mmpinni 

with tbe industrialised nations. 
This year the Communit y m- 


AI Hag expressed little confi- 
dence .that Palestinians could find 
remedies for abuses through 
appeals to the legal system. 

The report noted that the 
Israeli high court had not over- 
turned ooe tingle order for a 
Palestinian to be departed or k- 

hoUSe <fctnrtlkhwl 

If raid 95 per cent of aQ trials in 
tbe occ upi e d territories ended in 

eoarictioas. b addition, 10,000 
peo ple ha d been _bdd wit h o ut 
trial dexmg the uprising for terms 
that could be renewed inde- 
finitely. 


co rre c t foe miscooceptioa that 10 
days s sufficient in order to cover 
the whole of Europe, and to 
familiarise oneself with the many 
( fi g m ent features of the couti- 
nent, its cnfture, land a nan e t and 
histosy. ff overseas traveuers can 
bepersuaded to stay longer, fob 
wffl provide more income for 
holds, travel businesses and va- 
rious other branches of industry 
that are closely a ss o ci ate d with 
tourism in the Community. 
Moreover, the Community b 
planning to provide snhwtfica for 
mvestment (taring tire E u rope an 


Year of Tourism, in order to 
attract tourists from all over the 
world to various European des- 
tinations. 

Although these measures are 
predo minan tl y directed at poten- 
tial travellers from North Amer- 
ica and Japan, mention should 
abo bejnade of other mrampn 
for fob c u rren t year which, it b 
hoped, will expend tourism with- 
in the C o mmunity . The aim b to 
harmonise, holiday periods 
throughout Europe and to reduce 
dist o rtions- A uniform EC seal of 
quality win identify dean beaches 
and water. If tins p rove s sn o ctas- 
fol, it will have an effect on third 
co un tries which had previously 
been popular with travellers from 
member countries of the EC 
Once distortions in tbe bofiday 
periods have been efizninated, no 
potential tourist would be com- 
pelled to look for des tina tions 
outride tike Co mmu nity, unless 
motivated by quite differe n t pre- 
ferences. The guarantee of dean 
beeches b the perfect way of 
w inn i n g bed: those t ourists who 
were frightened off by poll uted 
resorts m the Community, end 
who are looking for unspoilt 
areas, indud^thorem develop- 
ing countries. 

Developing countries malting 
an effort to attract more tourists 
may abo suffer as a result of 
measures ifo w fr d to establish a 
single European market by the 
end of 1992. Admittedly, the 
Co mmuni ty seeks to offer reas- 


surances fot thk flft m mm mar- 
ket will growth within 

the community, thereby cre a t in g 
additional purchasing power. As 
a result tms may intensify trade 
with the developing com mi e s , as 
weO as incxeariag tike amount of 
money available to almost 360 
mflBou people within tbe com- 
munity for foej purposes of travel, 
thereby favouring to uris m in de- 
veloping countries as well. 

However, tins will do little to 
allay tbe fears in developing 
countries that member states of 
the Oommaaify, especially those 
which are d ep end e nt upon tour- 
ism, wfll implement additional 
programmes to promote dtis sec- 
tor of industry as a part of tbe 
process leading, towards the. 
eatabusiimcat of fog riwgjg Euro- 
pean market. A new bunt of 
mves t ment wfll limit the possibili- 
tiro for expanding tourism in the 
developing countries, which are 
nnabk to generate the same level 
of funding. Although tins particu- 
lar action on the part of tbe 
Community may not be at the 
sort erf level predicted by critics in 
developing c o un tr i es, it b ob- 
vious that the single European 
market wiO set new bench marks 
for tourism. 

With the dmrination of border 
checks and liberalisation of trans- 
port, the relatively short dis- 
tance withm the Community win 
be reduced even farther, and 
tourists, always eager to save 
time, win take advantage of tins 
situation. Along with pace reduc- 
tions and unp rov e d productivity 
in mam i faam mg, the advent of 
tike single Eu ro pe an market abo 
prom ises c ertain advantages for 
the consum e r . Co mp e ti tio n bo- 
tween holds and tour oper a tor s 
in various membe r cou n t ri es of 
the Community will put pressure 
ou prices, and tins b also fikdy to 
draw busmen away from third 
countries. Moreover, holds and 


restaurants win have to adjust to 
tins co mpetition , thereby impro- 
ving their fowKfo* and services. 
Not only can we expect new 
investments in the hotel sector, 
but foods will abo be provided to 
dean up beaches, dispose of sew- 
age more hygienically, and to 
protect against noise and air 
pollution. One reaction by com- 
munities ci ties to in- 
creased com p eti ti on vriQbe a 
tendency to prevent foe spread of 
unre s tri cted building. 

Those develop in g countries de- 
pendent upon tourism will find 
that their competitive situation 
has changed, along with their 
negotiating power when dealing 
with travel companies in the 
Co mm unity. This b one consequ- 
ence of the doser collaboration 
between tourism companies, 
which will be enable to smvive in 
tbe single E ur op ea n wntriret un- 
less they are large enough to cope 
with changing competitive condi- 
tions. In add i tion, influenced by 
legislation in t en d e d to control 
competition, the Europe a n Com- 
mbwm b undertaking other mea- 
sures in order to protect custom- 
era from excessive prices on pro- 
tected national markets. For ex- 
ample, in 1987 price agreem ent s 
between tour operators and 
travel agencies were declared 
illegal. The commission has repe- 
atedly criticised tike system of 
fioenoes for the sale erf afr tickets, 
and the rules governing commis- 
sion. A standaxifised travel law 
throughout the EC, more dosdy 
meeting tike needs of c on s um ers, 
together with improved protec- 
tion in cases of bankruptcy and 
insolvency are abo on the agen- 
da. These will threaten the exist- 
ence of f l a w ! tourism 

c ompanie s in par ticu l ar , which do 
not nave tbe cap a cit y to expand 
their activities through the EC 
To prev en t the tounsm market 
from berntgriommated in the long 


term by only a few major com- 
panies, many of the more prudent 
voices are calling for the regula- 
tion of competition to be applied 
to cross-border mergers between 
companies in this sector, the long 
term intention being to ensure 
adequate competition. 

The developing countries 
would be well advised to interpret 
these changes correctly, and 
avoid false estimates of tike prob- 
able negative impact. The im- 
proved productivity will be in 
excess of anything that die de- 
veloping countries are likely to 
achieve. Such countries would 
have great difficulty in finanmig 
foe same load of investments as 
the Community. So far they have 
achieved fittie success in estab- 
lishing »nrf expanding tourism in- 
dustries that are independent, in- 
ternationally competitive, and 
capable of sustained growth. The 
countries of the Third World are 
hardly in a position to respond to 
the growing ma r k et strength of 
their c ustome r s, since they can 
offer few alternatives to tourism, 
and as a rule are dependent on 
the foreign exchange earnings 
tirat it brings. When negotiating 
with tour operators they will find 
it virtually impossible to raise 
costa, since tire operators are 
themselves facing greater com- 
petition. It b essential that tradi- 
tional sales strategies in the Com- 
munity are re-examined as soon 
as possible. As the Community 
grows closer together there will 
be less justification for maintain- 
iQ^ expensive agencies and repre - 
sentatzves in individual countr ies. 
It b more impor tant than ever to 
ensure dose cooperation with 
travel agencies and tour oper- 
ators who are well acquainted 
with the requirements of poten- 
tial travellers in the Community, 
who can respond quickly to 
c h anges in customer preferences, 
and who can adjust their range of 


services to meet the available 
budgets of various groups within 
the population as a whole. Even 
if a p rop or tion of tire turnover or 
other costs must be paid, tins 
form of marketing b still more 
successful than that of the state- 
owned agencies that many de- 
veloping countries still operate in 
numerous countries of foe Com- 
munity. There b no longer any 
room for such state-run agencies, 
which do not reflect the needs of 
the customer, and whose gov- 
emmentaHy influenced attitude 
seeks to promote tourism facili- 
ties without taking into account 
the intensive competition for ex- 
isting customers. 

But it b not just marketing that 
must be changed as a result of 
developments in the Co mmunit y 
tins year and over the next 24 
months. It b al so essential to 
implement wide-ranging im- 
provements in the range of ser- 
vices offered by resorts, and 
available to travellers in Third 
World countries. All too often 
one tends to neglect the reforms 
that could contribute to the re- 
duction of excessive and 
annoying obstacles: the process 
of crossing borders should be 
amplified, although fob should 
not c om p romise valid security in- 
terests, and immigration formali- 
ties should also be simplified. 
Obstacles to foreign trade should 
be re d uced, in order to facilitate 
collaboration with foreign tour 
operators and hotel companies, 
nice stability, legal protection, 
the avoidance of governmental 
intervention and excessive taxa- 
tion are abo essential features if 
suitable economic background 
conditions are to be created. 

Investments should be encour- 
aged, more skilled pesomwl must 
be trained, and there must be a 
better understanding of all tbe 
various r e quire m ents of tourism 
policy — iTB Beilin. 
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Air Freight Forwarding, 
Customs Clearance, 
Door-to-door Service. 
Ticketing and . 
Reservation seeds, 

please cafl: 

[MIN KAWAR & SONS 

Abdel Hamid Sfaaraf Street 
Shmcisani 
P.O. Box 7800 
Amman, Jordan * 
Tel 601676, 604696 



T%e first* best 
Chinese RetUtirant 
in Jordan 

1st Ctrde, MU Amman, near 
Ahiiyyah Girts School 


Open daily 1201 - 3:30 

p.m. 

6:30-MSdnight 

T0tS39m 


CROWN 
INTL EST. 

packing, shipping, 
forwarding, storaging, 
clearing, door-to-door 
service 




MANDARIN 
Chinese Restaurant 

The only typical Chinese 
cuisine in Amman. 
Chinese Flaming pofsavateble 
Mbunhq'jwiitiHi 
Open daily 12fl0’ 15-30 
I8&2330 

WatfSaqra Road -near Traffic 
.Badge 
Amman. Jordan 

v Tel: 661922 > 


v,55?va * - 

.V 


THE NAME 
YOU TRUST 


TOP QUALITY 
HOUSEHOLD 
APPLIANCES 



l^ll Electrolux 


/ CHEN'S v 
CHINESE 
RESTAURANT 

Mecca Street, Yarmouk 
Engineers' Housing 
Estate, near Kilo 
Supermarket 

Mongolian Barbequefor 
Lunch Friday only 
Tel: 818214 

Come and taste our 
specialities 

Open daily 12:00 - 3:30 
p.m. 

V • 6:30 -Midnight / 



H&o 


W Amman 

Wi6S«2QS 

LUNCH a DINNER 

IH Ilf 1 III J 



Same Day Service 
tor all E6 films at ■ 

Salbashian 

Trading Co. 

Wadi Saqra str. 
Next to Petra Bank 
Headquarters 

Tel : 633418 


FIRST CLASS INDIAN 


Special Executive Luncheons 

Take away service 
available 

Open Daily 12.30-3/50 pm 
7.30-T1.30 pm 

Alter the Philadelphia Hotel 
Towards 3rd circle 


Saudi 

Real Estate 

RENTAL 687821 


QQ ADD 


SALES 687822 
CALLSOHA 



Omani Fish Restaurant 

AMoon-Jetdm SiftMonarkat BufcSng 


Amman’s No. 1 Reh Restawant 
f^Famay Atmosphere 444 
Open delly far lunch end ifinner 
Reasonable Prices 
For Reeervatioa end Take away 
Teh 624877 


EASTERN 


PACKJNO 

DOOR-TO-DOOR SERVICES. 
INTERNATIONAL FORWARDING. 
AIR A. SEA FREIGHT 


| TEL : 621 775 FAX : 656 270 
_ TLX: 23 0 23 POB:81540S 

1 amman-jordan 


The First Class Hotel in 
Amman that has a 
Kitchenette In every 
room~l 



Amman -Tel. 668193 
P.O. Bo> 9403 - Fax 602434 
Telex 23888 DAROTL JO 

Ideal Residence For 
Expatriates and 
Businessmen 



Furnis h ed Apts. 

STUDIO • ONE BEDROOM 
TWO BEDROOMS 

Dafly. Weafcty, Monthly. 
Rates 

Resonabte Rates 
■^*828717 

Granada House 

SthORCLE NEAR 
QWEEN ALIA COL. 


Th e Rr&nCyPoloee Hold 

_ML snnunn 


M0fc4r 

Oryx Band & 
Oriental Belly-dancer 

Nariman Abboud 

For reservation 
L can 880000-15 A 

oL % A, 
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EC assures GCC, developing 
states over ties with E. Europe 


Africa, L. America seen hit 
by global investment shift 


GRANADA, Spain (R) — The 
European Community’s (ECs) 
commitment to help Eastern 
European countries adapt to eco- 
nomic change will not cause it to 
neglect other trading partners, a 
senior EC official pledged 
Monday. 

European Commission Vice- 
President Martin Bangemann, 
addressing a conference on in- 
do? t 'ia] cooperation between the 
12-natkm Community and Arab 
Gulf countries, sought to reassure 
Gulf nffiriiln and businessmen 


inanity and new governments in 
Eastern Europe and fast moves 
towards German unification have 
sparked concern among the EC’s 
trading partners in liie developing 
world. 


that plans for a free trade pact 
would continue apace. 


would continue apace. 

M Possible extension of the 
European Community ami other 
events in Europe will not reduce 
or weaken our determination to 
establish closer political and eco- 
nomic relationships with our 
p ar tner s at global level,” he said. 

Agreements between the Com- 


UAE minister pushes 
to end budget deficit 


ABU DHABI (R) — The United 
Arab Emirates (UAE) is trying to 
speed up agreement on the feder- 
al budget this year in an attempt 
to wipe out a persistent annual 
deficit, UAE officials said. 

Finance and Industry Minister 
Hamdan Ibn Rashid A1 Maktonm 
has sent a letter to federal minis- 
tries asking tihem to trim spend- 
ing, ministry sources said. 

Sheikh Hamdan has said pro- 
jected revenues in calendar 1990 
are 12.84 billion dir hams ($3.5 
billion), die same as 1989 re- 
venues when the UAE showed a 


budget deficit of 1.81 billion 
($493 million). 


“The need has become more 
pressing this year to tighten ex- 
penditure so we will reach a 
balance between revenues and 
spending,” the sources quoted 
nun as saying in the letter. 

Sheikh Hamdan asked minis- 
‘ tries to present their draft spend- 
ing plans by March 20 so the 
federal budget could be released 
earlier this year, the sources said. 

The UAE has had a federal 
budget deficit since 1982 when oQ 
export earnings, its main source 
of revenue, began to decline due 
to a sharp drop in international 
oil prices. 

The problem is further compli- 


cated because, although each of 
the seven emirates that make Dp 
the federation are supposed to 
contribute half their income to 
die overall budget, the two rich- 
est Dubai and Abu Dhabi pro- 
vide almost afi the money. 

For the past six years, prot- 
racted negotiations between the 
emirates have held up budget 
announcements until almost the 
end of each budget year. 

Because of this, monthly 
allocations to ministries of one 
twelfth of the previous year’s 
expenditure have become com- 
monplace and federal spending 
plans have been held up. 

The UAE has mainly relied on 
the introduction of service fees 
in such sectors as health, educa- 
tion, business licences, and resi- 
dence permits, to bring in extra 
revenue. 

The sources said Sheikh Ham- 
dan expected an increase in 
ministry revenues, mainly from 
such service fees, but said addi- 
tional funds would go to pay the 
government’s outstanding debts 
to contractors and banks. 

Meanwhile, the National Bank 
of Dubai announced record pro- 
fits for calendar 1989 of 437.95 


millio n dirhams ($11933 million) 
compared to 396.22 million 


compared to 396.22 m 
($107.96 nuDion) in 1988. 


Tuesday, February 20, 1990 
Central Bank official rates 


U.S. dollar 
Pound Storting 
Deutschmark 
Swiss franc 


Bar SeB 

671.0 675.0 
1146 2 1153.1 
401.4 403.8 
4512 454.9 


French franc 
Japanese yea (fa 
Dutch guilder 
Swedish crown 


Italian tin (far 100) 
Belg ia n franc (far 10) 


3S&2 3583 
1093 1103 

54.1 54.4 

1911 1933 


LONDON EXCHANGE RATES 


LONDON (R) — Following are the buying and selling rates for 
leading world currencies and gold against the dollar at midsession 
on tiie London foreign exchange and bullion markets Tuesday. 


One Sterling 1.7090/100 

One U.S. dollar 1.1990/2000 

1.6715/22 
1.8835/45 
1.4822/32 
34.92/95 
5.6780/830 
1240/1241 
145.25/35 
6.1060/160 
6.4475/525 
6.4470/520 

One ounce of gold 418.75/419.25 


U.S. dollars 
Canadian dollar 
Deutscbemarks 
Dutch guilders 
Swiss francs 
Belgian francs 
French francs 
Italian lire 
Japanese yen 
Swedish crowns 
Norwegian crowns 
Danish crowns 
U.S. dollars 



SYDNEY — Australia's share market fell on fears about raring 
overseas interest rates and a fall in the Tokyo market. The All 
Ordinaries Index finished down 155 at 1,630.4. 


TOKYO — Share prices dosed broadly lower in sympathy with 
drops in yen bond prices in vary thin trading. Selling hit many 
blue drip issues. The 225-share Nikkei average fell 327.08 to 
36,89532. 


HONG KONG — Stocks ended slightly up as the market 


benefited from improved sentiment that has lasted several weeks. 
The Hang Seng Index dosed np 12.9 at 2,980.90. 


SINGAPORE — The Straits Times Industrial Index continued its 
dimh for a fourth straight day and dosed up 2.17 at 1,595.4. The 
previous all-time high of 1394-77 was set on Feb. 2. 


BOMBAY — Shares ended down bat off lows as state-owned 
investment trusts bought heavily after the market dropped shandy 
in early trading. The Bombay Stock Exchange Index fell 5.06 
points to 674.47. 


FRANKFURT — West German shares {dunged 2_5 per cent in 
' moderate trading as the market succumbed to nKNmtmgwomes 
about continued weakness on the German bond market The Dax 
index fell 45.38 points to end at 1,823.81. 


ZURICH — Swiss shares dosed tower 'as the Zurich Bourse took 
its lead from lower prices in Frankfurt,dealcre said. Turnover was 
low, with some selling by foreign in vesto r s. The Aft-Share $PI 
Index kwtt 10.9 points to -dose at 1,117. 


by tiie EC their infant 

industries. 


They fear that the Community 
might divert its aid to the fledg- 
ling regimes in East Europe. 

Bangemann said the EC’s part- 
ners, and the six-nation Golf 
Cooperation Council (GCC) in 
particular, had notiriqg to worry 
about. 


GCC countries, striving to di- 
versify their oD-based economies 
into petro che m icals and ahmu- 
mum, have aim voiced mounting 
anger at their growing trade de- 
ficit with the EC, their main 
trading partner. 


The Community wiD do every- 
thing in its power to deepen an 
CTirting trade agreement with tiie 
GCC and quickly conclude a 
farther rea ching accord, he said. 

The GCC member states — 
Bahra in, Kuwait, Oman, Qatar, 
Saudi Arabia and United Arab 
Emirates — have often com- 
plained of trade barriers erected: 


GCC Secretary General 
Abdullah Bishara told tiie confer- 
ence tiie. group’s patience was 
running out. “A trade agreement 
with the EC is worth having,” he 
said. “Whether it is worth wai ting 
for remains to be seen.” 

A framework for economic 
cooperation signed by the two 
sidrain June 1988 was “not a 
substitute for an imililnlihnaliwi 
trade agreement,” Bishara 
added. 


talks on a new pact. But Gulf 
officials have already dearly ex- 
pressed their displeasure at the 
negotiating mandate adopted 
last December by tiie EC, which 
includes a lengthy transition 
period. 

The main bone of contention is 
tiie quotas and tariffa with which 
the EC, fearing a flood of cut- 
price imports in an already con- 
gested market, protects its own 
petrochemical industry. 


MANILA (R) — Africa and 
Latin Ameri ca could be hard fait 


Under the free trade proposals, 
the Community would maintain 
duties on a list of about 46 types 
of petrochemicals which the Gulf 
countries are particularly keen to 
export. 


Officials from the two groups 
will meet next month in Oman for 


The three-day conference, in 
which some 300 businessmen and 
officials are talcing part, con- 
tinued Tuesday with debates on 
oil, gas and petrochemicals. 


by a shift in Weston investment 
to F?5t grT1 Europe during the 
1990s, But East Aria will remain, 
a development bright spot, a 
senior World Bank official pre- 
dicted Tuesday.. 

World Bank Treasurer Donald 
Roth said Japan and tiie major 
Western industrialised countries 
would step up investment in tiie 
former communist economies of 
Eastern Europe, syphoning funds 
away from developing countries. 

While this could have an im- 
pact on Asia, be expected the 
booming Asian economies would 
go an attracting substantial com- 
mercial investment, with Japan 
dominating capital flows across 
much of the region. 

But he forecast that developing 
countries in other parts of the 
world could be seriously affected. 

“Latin America and Africa will 


be poshed to tiie sidelines with 
respect to receiving capital 
flows,” he told a media and eco- 
nomic seminar in Manila called 
the One-Aria Assembly. 

“The commercial banks wiD 
not return to these markets 
voluntarily in this century other 
than for trade and project fi- 
nance. As far as private sector 
capital flows are concerned, Afri- 
ca and Latin America wiD in- 
creasingly be at the margin of 
investment plans,” Roth stated. 

He said that Eastern Europe 
would . absorb a much higfaw 
proportion of new capital flows 
and equity investment, with some 
of tiie investment attracted from 
Aria’s newly industrialising na- 
tions like South Korea and 
Taiwan. 

But at a separate session, Roth 
em phasise d mat institutions like 
the World Bank would go on 
providing capital to the world’s 


poorest. He said tiie World Bank 
would have $20 billion a year to 
lend riming the 1990s. 

“Eastern Europe will not sub- 
. .tract at all from toe bank’s ability 
to lend to developing countries,” 
he stated. 


Both the IMF and World Bank 
are already helping Pola nd. R oth 
yairi he expected Romania to 
resume borrowing from the bank, 
and Czechoslovakia may become 
a member in the next few 
months. 


' In a speech read for him at tiie 
Manila conference. International 
Monetary Fund (IMF) Manag i ng 
Director Michel Camdessus said 


incorporating socialist economies 
into the international economy 


was the toughest but most 
king ffliallfmge of the 199 


He said transforming centrally- 
planned economies into more 
market-oriented ones “will have 
profound consequences for the 
terming decade, and for the .rest 
of the world as well as the coun- 
tries themselves.” Camedssus 
was invited to the conference, but 
was unable to attend. 


Economist and author John . 
Galbraith said the indus trialised 
countries “must come promptly 
and generously to the assistance 
erf the countries now in the;pro- 
cess of bberaKsation... debt ser- 
vice should -be suspended and 
affirma tive help in grants and 
loa n*; must not be confirmed to 
capital goods,” he said. 


Help for Eastern Europe 
should not less for other 
developing countries, he add e d . 
Instead, reduced tension should 
mean reduced military expenefi- 
ture, which could be used instead 
to help the world’s poorercoun- 
tries. 


Inflation 
in OECD 
countries 
accelerates 


PARIS (Agencies) — Inflation 
spurted ahead to a six per cent 
average annual rale in 1989 for 
tiie 24 industrialised nations be- 
longing to the Organisation of 
Economic Cooperation and De- 
velopment, the Paris-based group 
said in a statement Monday. 

The figure was ahead of the 4.8 
per cent rate for 1988 and 3.9 per 
cent for 1987, the statement said. 
The rate of inflation in the United 
States was 4.8 per cent in 1989, 
4.1 per cent in 1988 and 3.7 per 
cent in 1987. 

Turkey posted the highest rate, 
with 67.6 per cent, but that was 
down from 75.4 per cent in 1988, 
the report said.' The lowest rates 
were the Netherlands with 1.1 per 
cent, Japan with 23 per cent, and 
-Austria and West Germany with 
2.8 per cent. 


Other percentage figures for 
1989: Australia, 73; Belgium, 
3.1; Britain, 7.8; Canada, 5; E * 
nmaik, 4.8; Finland, 6.6; France, 
3.6; Greece, 13.7; Iceland, 20.7; 
Ireland, 4.0; Italy, 6.6; Luxem- 
bourg, 3.4; New Zealand, 5.7; 
Norway, 4.6; Portugal, 12.6; 
Spain, 6.8; Sweden, 6.4 and 
Switzerland, 32. 

In another report, the OECD 
has said that Norway’s mainland 
economy appears to be recover- 
ing from a slump but its depend- 
ence on North Sea ofl has risen 
despite efforts to diversify since 
1986. 


“The slump in domestic de- 
mand and mainland activity in 
late 1988 and early 1989 was more 
pronounced than thought a year 
ago,” the OECD said in a survey. 

“However, a recovery, boosted 
by public spending, appears to 
have got under way,” it added. 


ECONOMIC NEWS BRIEFS 


N. Yemen gives bonuses to expatriates 


SANAA (R) — North Yemen has decided to offer its one million 
expatriate workers preferential exchang e and interest rates in a 
bid to increase foreign currency remittances, officials and bankers 
have said. The exchange rate for Yemenis w o rkin g abroad mil be 
12 riyals to the dollar, nearly 23 per cent higher than the central 
bank’s official rate, a banker told Reuters. Expatriates will also be 
able to open'bank accounts in foreign currencies at higher interest 
rates than those offered to riyals depositors at a bank to be set up 
for that purpose, the banker added. He did not specify the new 
rates. “These measures are aimed at encouraging Yemeni 
expatriates to play a role in the development process in the 
country,” the senior official told Reuters. Remittances by 
Yemenis working in Saudi Arabia, Britain and the United States 
are the main source of the country’s foreign currency. They have 
been cut by half since the 1986 ofl market collapse to around $255 
million a year, officials said. 


Chrysler, Renault choose “JJ” site 


PARIS (R) — U.S. and French automakers Chrysler and Renault 
have said they bad chosen a Spanish site for a factory to produce a 
four-wheel-drive recreational vehicle codeoamed MJ” to chal- 
lenge Japanese rivals. The site, in a redundant plant occupied by 
Renault’s S panish subsidiary in Valladolid, about 160 kilometres 
north of Madrid, will produce the vehicles for the European 
market from 1992 and may also export to the United States, they 
said. A plant in tiie United States, probably on a site Chrysler 
already owns, will be chosen soon for North American output 
The plant in the United States, probably on a site Chrysler 
already owns, will be chosen soon for North American output 
The announcement marked another step for the world’s car 
manufacturers as they manoeuvre for position ahead erf the 
creation of a unified European market after 1992, analysts say. 
Formation of the 2.5 bflfion. franc ($440 million) Arcad S.A. 
joint-venture co mpan y to produce the “JJ” was announced about 
a year ago, and constitutes part erf Onysler’s oft-stated aim to 
expand its presence in Europe. 


Bulgaria considers privatisation 

SOFI A (R) — Bulgaria’s reformist leaders have given private 
fanners more freedom and are considering privatising some shops 
and restaurants to revitalise the country’s stagnant economy. The 
offic i al BTA news agency said a govemmeat decree gave private 
farmers the right to decide their own production methods and 
export their produce. It set no limits cm the size of the land they 
can farm. The government also agreed to set np a h ank for 
agrarian credit offering loans to finance the b uilding of small 
- farms and food processing enterprises, BTA said. Bulgaria's new 
communist leaders are grappling with a $10 billion foreign debt 
and widespread fbdd shortages. Prime Minister Andrei Lukanov, 
a Soviet-educated economist and reformist, has said he wants to 
boost exports and create a foreign exchange market with a 
convertible currency. BTA said the ministry of trade and services 
was proposing a privatisation scheme for retailing and services 
businesses to the council of ministers. 


Modernising 
E. Germany 


Rafsanjani proposes 


may cost 
$600 billion 


THE BETTER HALF, 


By Harris 
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HAMBURG, West Germany 
(R) — The cost of modernising 
East Germany’s ailing economy 
and its crumbling inf rast r u ctur e 
after unification could exceed one 
trillion Deutscheniaxks ($600 bil- 
fion), a leading West German 
economist said Tuesday. 

“Estimates of more than one 
trillion marks... for mod ernising 
the economy, housing, infrastruc- 
ture and the environment are not 
too high,” Hans Jnergen 
Schmahl, vice president of Ham- 
burg's HWWA economic re- 
search institute, said. 

West Germany would manage 
to finance these huge costs, with 
private industry bearing the 
brunt. Schmahl wrote in Ham- 
burger Abendblatt newspaper. 

He said tiie West German tax- 
payer’s biggest bill could come 
from having to cushion East Ger- 
man workers from unemploy- 
ment when the country drift* to a 
capitalist economy. 

Tbe cost to the Bonn govern- 
ment in social security payments 
has been put at 50 billion marks 
($30 bflfion) a year but Schmahl 
said it was st31 too early to make 
any estimates. 

It was also premature to decide 
whether West Germany should 
raise taxes to finance the mod- 
ernisation of East Germany, he 
said. But Bonn had to give up its 
plans to start catting corporate 
taxes from next year. 

Meanwhile, governing and 
opposition groups in East Ger- 
many urged tbe gover nm ent to 
scrap food subsidies worth 30 
bilfion marks ($18 faUkm) before 
next month’s free elections. 

The move seemed likely to 
trigger a sport of pamo-bnying by 
East Germans before prices soar. 

The round table, which brings 
together established government 
parties and opposition groups, 
agreed to press tiie cabinet to 1 
approve the move and pay each 
citizen 150 marks ($90) a month 
to compensate. 

“The long-overdue dismantling 
of subsidies is one of the first 
stages, of effective economic re- 
form,” said a statement by tbe 
round table read out cm television 
before it began a session of talks. 


’90-’91 budget with 

$22 billion deficit 


NICOSIA (R) — Iranian Presi- 
dent Afi Akbar Hashenri Rafsan- 
jani Tuesday proposed. an $80 
bilfion budget with a deficit of $22 
billion for the next Iranian year 
beginning March 21. 

Tehran radio quoted Rafsan- 
jani as t elling parliament the 
budget included income from 
natural gas exports for the first 
time in. many years and projected 
an increase of 21 per cent In oil 
and gas revenue and 41 per emit 
in tax receipts. 

It envisaged that output from 
heavy industry would rise 50 per 
cent and that there would be 
substantial investment in electric- 
ity. and transport, he said. 

“Effective forces have realised 
that the country needs more work 
to resolve problems stemming 
from the war and tiie revolution- 
ary situation and those handed 
down from the previous era,” 
Rafsanjani said when proposing 
.the .budget bill to parliament. 

Troubled economy 

Western and I ranian econom- 
ists in the Gulf say that Iran’s 
economy is in trouble and that 
hopes of recovery raised 18 
months ago by a ceasefire with 


The radio did not give a figure 
for military spending. 


Ofl production 


Rafsanjani said Iran would 
boost its total erode oil produc- 
tion capacity to 3.57 milli on bar- 
rels a day and expect to earn 
1,089.6 hiffioQ riyals ($15.6 bil- 
fion) from oil and gas next year. 

Of that total, 20 mflfion riyals 
($286 mflfion) would come from 
natural gas exports and 30.+M- 
fion riyals ($434 million) fro ex- 
port erf refined products. 

Iran has agreed to resume ex- 


ports of natural gas to the Soviet 
Union on April 1 after a 10-year 


Iraq have been badly dented. 
The president described tb 


The president described tiie 
budget as the first step in im- 
plementing a five-year economic 
plan adopted last month which 
foresees an average annual 
growth rate of eight per cent. 

Tbe budget aims for a jump in 
capita] expenditures — by 60 per 
cent to 1,631.3 billion riyals 
($23.3 bflfion). 

But in many other aspects, 
including its 15.6 per cent rise in 
current expenditure, tbe budget 
continues the previous years* 
policy of deficit spending, de- 
signed to finance tiie war against 
Iraq and feed a rapidly growing 
population on limned income. 

Rafsanjani said nearly one- 
tenth, of the capital expenditure 
would be made in tiie agricultural 
sector but the government would 
continue importing more than 10 
million tonnes of baric goods — 
much of it food sold at subridised 
prices. 


Rafsanjani said tax rcveuae 
would reach 1,623.7 bflfion riyak - 
($23.2 bflfion) with business tax 
receipts increasing at a higher 
rate than income tax to improve ■ 
the lop-sided tax s tr u ct ure . ' 

The .other third of the total 
revenue of 4,009.7 bilfion -riyaki - 
($57.3 bflfion) would be provided 
by “other incomes” which m- ,* 
chide tiie sale of foreign exchange 
to businessmen at a competitive 
rate cuxentymore than 11 times 
official parity of about 70 riyri 
per dollar. 

Current expenditures account 
for 3.964.5 bilfion riyals ($56.6 
bflfion) more than 70 per cent of 
total spending of 5,595.8 ($79.9 
billion). - 

. -That leaves a budget deficit of 
1,586.1 billion riyals ($22.6 bfl- 
fion), nearly 18 per cent more 
than tbe current year’s planned' 
shortfall. 


Borrowing 


Preliminary figures in the five- 
year plan set a limit of i;439 
.bflfion riyals ($20.6 billion) on 
government borrowing from the 
central bonk to cover the deficit 
next year. The rest was to be met 
by returns from previous years’ 
payments. 

The budget included credits for 
building 1,800 kilometres of road 
and two new oil refineries, the 
president said. 


MY GRAMPA SAYS THAT WHEN LAST WEEK HIS CARDIOLOGIST 
HE WA5 SMALL. AND 60T SICK, TOLD HIM HE SH0ULPTAKE 
THE DOCTOR GAVE HIM g ONE BABY ASPIRIN EVERY DAY'... 
BABY Aspirin.- i — : — XJ : 


“Is it January already? Goodness, 
it’s almost time for my annual kiss!' 





How arrange the drdod letters to 
tom the surprise answer, as sug- 
gested by the above cartoon. 


(A ns wer s tomorrow) 

JivrtfSK SUITE IRATE AFRAID MINGLE 


Anawac It was supposed to beiust adate until he 
started to do this— TNnM 1-DATE" 



GRAMPA 5M5 THAT SOMEHOW 
HE HAS THE FEELING HE'5 
NOT GETTING ANYPLACE.. 


3a * 


YOU HAVEN'T IT 
RETURNED^ 
>- iTFKyvx JL 
LAST TIME — 1 


4 i-nsvouR FORK I 

RETURNED/ 
AWE- GETVOUR 

’Facts right:: ^ 


WHY? MR. BROWN* FANCY f SlT DOWN, EERTHA, OLD GAL 1 
MEETING YOU HERE* AM IT AlKlV OFTEN I SEE YOU 

T r I a P\ TH rrr il / n IT /Mi iiMCnr... rt ..... . 




I GLAD TO SE.E YOU* MY 

TIRED.' 


OUT ON WASHDAY/ HOW 
ARE ALL YOUR BABIES? 
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fjrJrsr S'". 
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tift 
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AC Milan denies European 
super league to start in 1991 


ROME (R) — A spokesman for 
Italian tycoon Simo Bg rfaw x a 
Tuesday domed a re po re d»f a 
16 * team European toper feme, 
the brainchild of (be AC Mills 
dub p w a Meat . w» pUnned to 
start next year. - 

The pcw t pap cr Sw tfaod Son* 
day said a secret ag r ewn cp i had 
bees readied tor Ac c ompe t itio n 
and a provisional fixture fist tor 
the 1991*92 season rirwfafod 
among (be dabs involved. 

“It's bo old idea of Berlusco- 
ni's. It's still just an idea at tins 
stage and it definitely won't hap- 
pen .next year," Milan dub 
spokesman Guido Susaitri said is 
a telephone interview. . 

“The detailed raks haven't 
even been discussed yet — no list 
of squads has been drawn up, no 
fixture Oct for 1991-92 and no 
secret agreement-" 

A UEFA spokesman said 
Saturday that European soccer's 
ruling body knew nothing official- 
ly about a super league. 


GOREN BRIDGE 


WITH Q1AAS SHAMp 
« TAIWAN HUtSCH 


WEEKLY HODGE QUIZ. 


0*1— A* Sooth, vulnerable, you 
hold; 

*AC 9EQJ3 OJTJ *192 
The btddioc hu proceeded : 

North East Saudi Wert 

Pm Part T 

What action do yon take? 

OO— A» South, vulnerable, you 
bold: 

*97*52 9J 0*3 *9*542 

Partner opens the twhSag in first 
seat with one dub. What acti o n do 
you uke? 

QJ— As South, vulnerable, you 
hold: 

097*52 9J *9*542 

The bidding has proceeded: 

North East South Wert 

1 * Pas Part 1 9 

2 a .17 ! 

What action do you lake? 

Q.4 — Neither vulnerable, as South 


yo u hold: 

019*52 ?QC 07 **»* 


The bidding has prqpeodo d 
North Em feat* 1 
X * 10 T 

What action do you take? 


Q.5 — Both vulnerable, as South you 
bold: 

*AUre5 9J9S 07 *KJ*3 
The bidding has proceeded: 

North EM South Wert 

10 Part 1 • For 

2 0 Pas ? 

What do you tad now? 

Q.* — Neither vulnerable, as South 
you hold: 

•Void 97 OKQJIM54 AA1B9S2 


The bidding has 


DTOCCCvCm! 

South W. 


What is your opening bid? 
Look for answers on Monday. 


THE Daily Crossword 


by Hjnwy Cnyte 


ACROSS 
1 Nasty kid 
5 Homo id 8D 
9 VMM 

13 Vow 

14 Cut Short 

16 Racetrack 

17 Bafg. nm 

18 Norman 
Vtncaru — 

T9 Gtous 
20 Followers 

22 — bum 

23 Gaelic 

24 Dina 

26 Under one's 
control 
28 Clarify 
31 Column typo 

35 Hewn position 

36 Clothing 
38 Metric 


39 Actor Sean 

40 Rectangular 


42 Actor Cronyn 

43 Cake topping 
45 Cockeyed 

48 Arduous - 
journey 

47 Remained 

49 Hearing range 
51 NY city 

53 Give the 
once-ouer 

54 Pitlall 
57 Gist 

59 Legendary 
creature 

63 Secrete 

64 Taxes 

66 Opera prince 
87 Roman , mad 

68 Cads 

69 Statue type 

70 Fictional deg 

71 Bravery, 
awards 

72 Feat 

DOWN’ 

1 Lads 

2 Too hasty 

3 Suit to — 

4 Weill opus 

5 Spigot 




MHpli Unwri 

6 Be in cahoots 
with 

7 Hectic decade 

8 Harold or 
Michael 

9 Mitchell 
classic 

10 Completed 

11 Dam U! 

12 Other 

15 Rorschach 
and Schick 

21 Buddy 

25 Toodfe-oo 

77 Harvest 


'i Puzzle Safes* 


28 Choose 

29 City near 
Qavtoii 

36 NYcoOege 

32 Kind of 
surgeon 

33 Knight's 
headpiece 

34 Onion kin 


nnnn nnm nnnnn 
nnnn nnnn mniifi 
nnnn nnnn nnnnn 
nnnnnnminim 
nnn nnn 
nnnnn nnnn nnnn 
nnnnnn nnnn nnn 
nnnnrannnmnnnni 
nnn nnnn nnnnnn 
nnnn nnnn nnnnn 
nnn nnn 
nnnnnnnnnnnnnn 
nnnnn nnnn nnnn 
nnnnn nnnn nnnn 
nnnnn nnnn nnnn 


37 Ms TeeedsJt 

41 "Jane — ** 

44 Set 

48 fVofundfry 
50 A Chaplin 


35 Sacred Out) oi 52 Vantltamd 
Egypt . . 54 S le n der 


56 Ms Hayworth 
56 Arab port 
58 Pilot's place 

80 Shhwrtng fit 

81 Wes a Jockey 
62 Golf Couples 
85 Draft org. 


Younts Shaiafcl, Safd 
Saleh, and Wah id Self In 



(Arabic) 

. 330. &15,m J031L 




Dutch look to Van Basten to ‘Egypt too inconsistent 
lift morale against Italy for World Cup success’ 


“afthoegh fbere b» beep a for of 
soecuixtion ibom k.* 1 

He said any approach about 
fuming a super league would 
have to come from national wc- 
cer awviartonstfld not the dubs. 
He said do approaches bad been 

received. 

Asked whether the co mped - 
boa would replace the UEFA 
Cup as reported in the newspap- 
er, Soma M “Ptothmg'i defi- 
nite. The competition could per- 
fectly well take place in addition 
to the UEFA Cop.” 

Berlusconi has been a strong 
advocate of the fonuation of a 
European super league for many 
years rad has set up and run 
several prestigious international 
pre -season tournaments in recent 
yean. 

The Italian muto-mfilionairc 
said last May he hoped to create 
the fabric for the formation of a 
European league in readiness for 
when it may be ratified by 
UEFA. 


AMSTERDAM (R) — The 
Netherlands are hoping Marco 
van Basten can extend h» recent 
deadly form and inspire them to 
victory over Italy in Rotterdam 
Wednesday in their last home 
match berore the World Cup 
soccer finals. 

The European footballer of the 
year and bet Dutch team mate 
Frank Rijkaaxd have sparkled in 
AC Milan's charge to the top of 
the Italian league, where van 
Basten is top scorer with 16 goals. 

Use pair missed die warm-up 
with Brazil in December wh en 
die European champions were 
forced to field a second string 
team and slumped to their first 
defeat in 18 months. 

-It’s good that we've got all the 
players together. After the defeat 
py Brazil I’m demanding a good 
performance,” said assistant 
coach Not do R utter, in charge 
while Thijs Ubregts recovers 
from a hernia operation. 

Dc Rinler dented Dutch press 
reports AC Milan had asked that 
(heir players play only half a 
game. 

‘Tvc heard nothing from AC. 
Any changes we make wiU 
depend on now things are going 
on the night," be said. 

Inspirational skipper Ruud 
Gullit, AC Milan’s third 
Dutchman, is still missing after a 
series of knee operations with the 
Netherlands no longer counting 
on him being fit for this summer’s 
World Cup finals in Italy. 

"We've got fo prepare the 
team so that they can play 
without Gullit and if he makes it 
so much the better,” said Rinrn 
Michels, who led the side to their 
1988 European triumph and is 


again part of the management 
team. 

The impressive John Bosnian 
of KV Mechelen continues to 
deputise for Gullit alongside Van 
Basten in attack. 

PSV Eindhoven's Gerald 
Vaneoburg returns after a 
three-month injury lay-off to add 
his guile to a midfield in which 
Ajax's 20-year-old Richard 
witschge seems certain to make 
his debut. 

Italian manager Azcglio Vrani 
must do without four of bis roost 
talented players in Rotterdam, 

Libero Franco Baresi and 
Winger Roberto Don adorn, who 
play alongside Rijkaard and Van 
Basten at AC Milan, are 
sidelined. Baresi has Hue while 
Donadom is recovering from a 
knee injury. 

Adding to Vicini’s woes, 
Imernazionale Milan defender 
Riccardo Fcrri has a shoulder 
injury and Sampdoria striker 
Gtanluca Vi alii is out with a 
broken foot. 

Napoli’s Andrea Camevalc 
and Intcmazionalc’s Aldo Serena 
are battling for a place alongside 
Giuseppe Giannini of Roma as 
the Italians try to liven up a 
toothless attack which has found 
the net just once in the last four 
games. 

Vidni has also called up AC 
Milan midfielder Carlo Ancelotti 
after a two-year absence and 
Sampdoria’s Pietro Viercbowod, 
who last played for Italy in the 
1986 World Cup. 

”1 thought it was a joke at first 
when Vidni called me... but God 
moves in mysterious ways,” the 
30-year-old defender said. 


CAIRO, Egypt (AP) — Con- 
sistency may be the hobgoblin of 
little minds, bait it’s a hallmark of 
a winning soccer team. And Eng- 
land manager Bobby Robson 
finds it lacking in Egypt’s 1990 
World Cup entry. 

Robson, whose England team 
is in Egypt's group in the ebam- 
pioiuhipft next summer in Italy, 
spoke his mind after watching the 
Egyptians pLay two 0-0 draws in 
warmup matches. 

"I admired some Egyptian 
players in the first game a pme 
Denmark, fcmt those mw* players 
did not display the same standard 
in the game against Korea,” Rob- 
son fold newsmen. 

“This shows that the standard 
fluctuates. Captain A! Gobary 
must seek u solution to this prob- 
lem before the World Cup 
touroamen*:.” 

Egypt, playing in its first World 
Cop championships since 1934, is 
considered the weakest ream of 
hs group, which includes Ireland 
and Holland in addition to Rob- 
son's England. 

Mahmoud AJ Gohary, Egypt's 
m ana g er since September 1988, is 
noted for scientific soccer and has 


tried id inculcate teamwork in a 
team that has failed for years 
because of its habit of relying on 
focfivhhial scars. 

In lesser tournaments than the 
World Cup, however, incon- 
sistency has dogged the Egyp- 
.tfens. They often advance in Afri- 
can or regional competitions, 
only to fold in quarterfinal or 
semifinal rounds. 

Thai's what happened 'in last 
week’s warmup games. 

Wednesday's draw with De- 
nmark. while not a showcase of 
world-class soccer, was respect- 
able with flashes of brilliance, 
especially from midfielder 
Ahmad AI Kass. 

But Robson said AI Kass and 
others surprised him with the 
deterioration in the quality of 
their {day against South Korea on 
Sunday. 

He noted that the lineup was 
the same as that against Denmark 
except for the goalie. Yet a lost 
early scoring opportunity gave 
the team such a psychological jolt 
that it could not recover, he said, 
forcing mental emus on itself 
unlike anything in foe Denmark 
game. 





Saqr AI Urtran crew (bum left to right): Captain Eric Ledger, 
co-p&ot Rakau Nasser, photographer Mazes Fanotxs. 

Saqr AI Urdun 
keeps the lead 


Sulaiman denies resignation 


NEW YORK (AP) — Jose 
Sulaiman, the embattled 
president of the World Boxing 
Council, said Monday he has no 
intention of resigning, as 
published reports have said he 
would do at a meeting of the 
organisation's executive 
committee Wednesday at Mexico 
City. 

“I’m a fighter, I was born to 
fight," Sulaiman told the 


Samaranch urges Olympic movement 
to respond to changes in S. Africa 

KUWAIT (AP) — The president declared at the opening session of the Kuwait Olympic Comm 
of the International Olympic & special IOC anti-apartheid and Asian Olympic cout 
Committee (IOC) Juan Antonio meeting here. which be chairs, called for c 

S amaranch , Tuesday urged the “My message — is, we have to stringent action agai 
Olympic movement to respond to forward, but we have to apartheid, 

changes in South Africa by taking move with the agreement of our He indicated that 
action that is approved by the colleagues,” he said. concession should be made tc 

South African nation al Olympic Samaranch gave no details South African regime befoi 
co mmi tt e es. about the type of action he seeks, completely dismantles apartl 

“It is time not only for words but Sheikh Fahd AI Ahmad AI “Nothing is acceptable other 
but also for deeds,” S amaran ch Sabah, who spoke on behalf of total eradication of aparthe 


Associated Press by telephone 
from his borne at Mexico City 
shortly after be returned from die 
hospital where he had been 
treated for what he called “a very 
serious” pancreas problem. 

Sulaiman has been under fire 
since be suspended the result of 
James "Buster" Douglas 
lOth-round knockout of Mike 
Tyson for the heavyweight title 
Sunday at Tokyo. 


By Serene Hafasa 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — Saqr AI Urdun 
(the Falcon of Jordan), a 
Royal Jordanian aircraft taking 
part in the Malaysian interna- 
tional air race 1990, came in 
second place in the fourth 
phase of the race, flying from 
Jobore to New Delhi, India. 
However, Jordan still main- 
tains the lead in the total time 
difference by an advantage of 
three hours and forty five 
minutes. 

Jordan had won the first 
three phases of the race, and 
was awarded in the third phase 
two awards, the first for win- 
ning the first place and the 
second for crossing the dis- 
tance in a time' shorter ' than the 
specified time by 11 points. 

During the flighi from Jo- 
bore to New Delhi, the aircraft 
was faced with bad weather 
and strong winds, forcing the 
crew to take an alternative 


route over Calcutta. Upon 
arrival to India, ibe crew was 
met at New Delhi airport by a 
number of Indian officials, the 
Jordanian ambassador to In- 
dia, the regional director of '.he 
Royal Jordanian, members of 
the Royal Jordanian office in j 
India, and a crowd of reporters f 
and spectators. 1 

Next Thursday, the fifth 
phase of the race will start by 
flying from New Delhi to 
Dubai. The trip is expected ro 
last eight hours. The sixth 
phase will include flying from 
Dubai to Amman, where the 
planes will land in Amman 
International Airport 
Saturday. 

'The Royal Jordanian crew 
includes, captain Eric Ledger, 
co-pilot Rakan Nasser, and 
photographer Mazen Fan o us. 
Taking pan in the race are 
France, Malaysia. Belgium, 
the United Arab Emirates, the 
United Kingdom, and Switzer - 

land 


FORECAST FOR WEDNESDAY FEBRUARY 21, 1990 

By Thomas S. Pierson, Astrologer, Carroll Kghter Foundation 


GENERAL TENDENCIES: A 
fine day for being very direct in 
arranging any festive activity and 
for communicating with those at a 
distance who are aide to give you a 
boost when it counts the most. 

ARIES: (March 21 to April 19) 
You need to discriminate carefully 
on which social invitations you now 
accept from friends. A person from 
a distance will bring pleasure to 
mate and you. 

TAURUS: (April 20 to May 20) 
Coomlt with an expert friend in an 
entertainment or cultural activity. 
Accpct invitations with mate to 
outside functions. 

GEMINI: (May 21 to June 21) Let 
a dynamic friend from a distance 
now become part of your social 
activities. Coordinate your plans 
today -with the one you love the 
most. 

MOON CHILDREN: (June 22 to 
July 21) Friends and acquaintances 
can be a blearing and a great help 
to you right now. Do something 
special to show devotion to your 
attachment. 

LEO: (July 22 to August 21) Take 
interesting friends to delightful 
place of entertainment. Lots of 
interesting conditions can take 
place between you and your 
attachment now. 

VIRGO: (August 22 to September 
22) Di s cu ssions with a successful 
friend can aid your present finan- 
cial situation. Be alert to gaining 
harmony at borne through new 
methods. 

LIBRA: (September 23 to October 
22) Get together with as many 
friends and companions now, 


companions now, 


whether dose, or at a distance. 
Much excitement will exist be- 
tween you and your attachment. 
SCORPIO: (October 23 to Novem- 
ber 21) Get all the information 
available about a new business 
venture. Listen to really under- 
stand the new standpoints of year 
mate. 

SAGITTARIUS: (November 22 to 
December 21) Accept a special 
invitaion extended to you by an 
understanding woman. Put more 
art, colour, beauty and harmony 
into your home. 

CAPRICORN: (December 22 to 
January 20) Be dynamic in busi- 
ness, but don’t act without con- 
siderable investigation. Go with 
attachment to hpndle wisely any 
financial matters. 

AQUARIUS: (January 21 to Febru- 
ary 19) Be open to receive friends 
of different viewpoints from yours. 
Invite only Ike friends who yoo like 
personally into your home. 
PISCES: (February 20 to March 
20) Join with your most exciting 
friends for a pleasant enjoyable 
time. Do something very special 
that you know your attachment 
win enjoy. 

Today's rhfld* If your child were 
bom today be or she will travel far 
beyond their place of birth, wfil 
study several foreign languages 
and adopt thoughts and philo- 
sophies very different than the 
family. This child wQl need to team 
not to be so demanding and fussy 
and to give others the option s they 
are seeking. 

“The stars impel, they do not 
compel.” What you make of your 
life is largely up to you. 


the Kuwait Olympic Committee 
and Asian Olympic council, 
which he chairs, called lor more 
stringent action against 
apartheid. 

He indicated that no 
c onc ession should be made to the 
South African regime before it 
completely dismantles apartheid. 
“Nothing is acceptable other than 
total eradication of apartheid.” 
Sheikh Fahd yawl 

The IOC apartheid and 
Olympic commission is meeting 
in Kuwait to discuss sports 
relations with South Africa as 
that country makes moves away 
from a policy of apartheid, or 
racial separation, that has elicited 
sanctions* 


MANY VILLAS 
AND APARTMENTS 
FOR RENT & SALE 

Furnished or 
Unfurnished 

In Stimeisani, Sweifieh, 
Abdoun and many other 
locations. 

For more information 
please call 
Wael Real Estate 
Tel: 685342, 682097 


YOUR KIDS GROW YOUNGER 
WITH B^STERBROWN, 

1990 COLLECTION. 

===== AT 

AL WAHA STORES 



MgpiL 


Just Shop & Get your 
Coupon Immediately. 


JOS 


Good Luck! 

See you there - 7th Circle. 


FOR RENT 

Consists of 3 bedrooms, salon, dining, kitchen. 2 bath- 
rooms, 2 verandas, separate central heating, garage and 
telephone. 

Location: 6th Circle, near the Skating Centre in Sweifieh. 

Call Tel: 660023 from 5 p.m. until 9 p.m. 


TO LET 

2-bedroom furnished garden flat near Zahran 
Post Office, Jabal Amman. 

Enquiries please call Tel. 644719 


RENT 

Modem Furnished Apartments 

Two bedrooms, living room, dining room, K & B, two terraces. 
Three bedrooms, two living rooms, dining room, K & two 
baths, three balconies. 

Independent CH and telephones. 

Owner Tel: 641443 - 667862 



Cinema _ _ Tel: 634144^^R Cinema 

PHILADELPHIA I 


IRON ANGELS 

«2» 


PcifnnMn c cK 3 :30 , fcflO. 830, lfc3Q 
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Ireland tells U.K. not to break 
tanks over Pretoria sanctions 


Mf - 


DUBLIN (Agencies) — Ireland told Britain Tuesday 


l^not to break ranks with its European Community 


partners by lifting sanctions against South Africa, - 


Ai._ 


m?n an interview with Irish radio 
frhefore the start of a meeting of 
the 12 EC foreign ministers in 
TKMi ~ t Irish Foreign Minister 
Collins said: 

“It would have very serious 
implications if they do that. The 
^ entire credibility of European 
political cooperation would be on 
tile fine." 

Collins, chairing the talks be- 
came Ireland currently bolds the 
EC presidency, confirmed that 
-Britain was alone in pressing for 
the Community’s ban on new 
investments to be lifted now that 
South Africa had freed black 
nationalist leader Nelson Man- 
dela. 

Asked whether suggestions 
that Britain might act alone were 
-patting him under pressure, he 


“Perhaps die British are under 
certain pressure, self-imposed 
pressure with regard to positions 
which I understand from the 
newspapers they are taking up, 
and that is what they would break 
away from the consensus which is 
already there," 

Apart from the investment 
ban, EC sanctions also bar ex- 
ports of arms and imports of 
South African gold cons, iron 
and steel. 


- l Tm not under any pressure 
whatsoever in any way, nor in- 
deed are any of my other 10 
colleagues who I think: share the 
same views as I do.” 



Britain, which agreed only 
grudgingly to international sanctions 
to press South Africa to cod 
apartheid, says President F.W. 
De Klerk should be rewarded and 
encouraged for releasing Mande- 
la, legalising the African National 
Congress, and opening the way 
for negotiations with the black 
majority. 

Other governments say they 
want all political prisoners freed, 
an end to the state of emergency 
and concrete steps towards the 


abolition of apartheid before any 
sanctions are removed. 

Diplomats said ministers could 
agree to send a “troika” of EC 
foreign ministers to South Africa 
to assess the situation. This would 
in itself be an important political 
gesture. 

. The troika would comprise Ire- 
land, France and Italy — die 
current, past and future holders 
of the EC presidency. Collins said 
that any mission should meet all 
parties in South Africa, including 
de Klerk. 

EC ministers start talks 

European Community foreign 
ministers met here Tuesday, with 
Britain pressing the wealthy trad- 
ing bloc to drop the ban on new 
investment in South Africa and 
hinting it may lift the embargo 
unilaterally. 

Irish officials said British Fore- 
ign Secretary Douglas Hurd 
appeared to be isolated in his 
demand for an imm ediate earing 
of sanctions. 

The Community’s commission- 
er for external relations, Frans 
Andriessen, added in an Irish 
radio interview that the one-day 


meeting “wiQ jnot be easy. But 
there might be much of under- 


people believe 


standing than 
there to be. 

The foreign rioinisters were also 


expected to focus on rapid moves 
toward German unification. Ire- 
land announced last week it will 
summon a special European 
Community summit in April be- 
cause of die $ace of develop- 
ment. 


British Prime Minister Mar- 
garet Thatcher, [the West’s most 
outspoken opponent of sactions 
against South Africa, argues that 
the Community’s relatively mild 
embargoes should be lifted gra- 
dually to reward the white-led 
government’s reforms. 

Apart from Britain, the Com- 
munity includes [three of South 
Africa’s other major trading part- 
ners — West Germany, Italy and 
France. \ 

In angry exchanges with 
opposition legislators in the Brit- 
ish parliament last week. Hard 
said that if there is no agreement 
in Dublin, “the government must 
reserve its right to act on its own 
if necessary.” 




RA seeks talks with Britain over N. Ireland 


UBLIN (R) — IRA guerrilla 
lers have offered to sit down 
talks with Britain and said a 
fire in Northern Ireland’s 
year-old conflict would be the 
item on the agenda. 

Die surprise olive branch was 
to Britain’s Northern Ire- 
Minister Peter Brooke by a 
dose to the Irish Republi- 
Army’s seven-man “army 


Pledging talks with no pre- 
conditions, be told a Dublin news 
agency: “The dialogue would be 
direct between the British gov- 
ernment and the IRA.” 

He promised that a ceasefire 
would top the agenda. “A cease- 


fire could be implemented 
through the chain of command 
wi t hin hours. Neither is tire IRA 
Hwianding that talks are depen- 
dent on British troops bring re- 
called to their barracks.” 

His Monday night comments 
were the second republican peace 
feeler put out within 24 hoars and 
indicated that there may be a 
major internal debate in the 
movement about die IRA cam- 
paign. 

Martin McGtdnness, vice-pres- 
ident of the IRA’s political wing 
Sinn Fein, asked in a weekend 
speech what imaginative steps 
Brooke might take if guerrilla 
attacks halted in the province 


where almost 3,000 people have 
been lolled since 1969. 

That prompted a quick re- 
sponse from Britain’s Northern 
Ireland office. “If the IRA and 
Sinn Fein are coming to realise 
that violence has profited no one 
in Northern Ireland, that could 
be an encouraging sign,” it said. 

“But the government’s position 
remains the same — as long as 
Sinn Fein support and endorse 
terrorism they cannot expect to 
be treated in the same way as any 
other political party. Hie dunce 
feeing them is dear.” 

Brooke is the first British 
minister to concede pnbfidy that 
it would be difficult to envisage a 


military defeat of the IRA, fight- 
ing one of the world’s longest- 
running guerrilla conflicts for two 
decades now. 

Sinn Fein leaders have express- 
ed concern about Che drop in the 
revolutionary party’s electoral 
support — - down to nine per cent 
in Northern Ireland and one per 
emit in the Irish republic. 

Even its most ardent suppor- 
ters have harshly criticised the 
IRA for killing civilians in a 
string of. bungled bomb attacks 
stretching .back to November, 
1987, when ll people were killed 
by an IRA bomb Mast at a war 
memorial ceremony in Ennis- 
killen. 


Comoros 
announces 
elections 
for March 


MORONI (R) — The Comoro 
Islands have set a fresh presiden- 
tial election for March 4 after 
balloting in the country’s first- 
ever poll collapsed in chaos 
Sunday. 


State-run radio Comoros 
announced the new date follow- 
ing an emergency cabinet meet- 
ing Monday. 

If none of the eight candidates 
gets more than 50 per cent of the 
vote, a run-off ballot between the 
two leading contenders will take 
place March H. 

Seven opposition candidates 
accused interim President Said 
Mohammad Djohar, who is con- 
testing the polls, of trying to rig 
Sunday’s election and demanded 
his resignation. 


He has denied the charges, 
blaming election officials and the 
opposition for the collapse of the 
vote. 

The seven were expected to 
respond to the announcement on 
the fresh poll after a meeting in 
the capital Moroni Tuesday. 

But one. Said All Kemal, said 
he would like the election to be 
organised by France, which ruled 
the Indian ocean archipelago un- 
til its independence in 1975. No 
elections have been held since. 

France sent troops to the Com- 
oros after the assassination of 
President -Mohammad Abdallah 
last November and the seizure of 
power by European mercenaries 
commanding his presidential 
guard. 


Nepalese back democracy 


KATHMANDU (R) — Nepal’s 
1,800 lawyers went on strike 
Tuesday in support of a campaign 
for multiparty democracy In 
which at least six people have 
died. 


Members of the Nepal Bar 
Association, 100 of whom de- 
monstrated outside the main gov- 
ernment offices, said they bad 
paralysed the country’s judicial 
system. 

“The rule of law, the right to 
organise, human rights and an 
impartial and independent judici- 
ary are some of the factors where 
we do share an identical point of 
view with the campaigners,” for- 
mer association head Nutan Tha- 
paliya said. 

There were no fresh reports of 
trouble after two days of violence 
in Nepal during the launch of the 


movement for die restoration of 
democracy and a general strike 
Monday in support of it. 

Residents of the Kathmandu 
- valley town of Bhaktapur, the 
.main focus of Monday's battles 
between demonstrators and riot 
police, said it still was very tease 
Tuesday. 

They said many people in the 
Communist stronghold 20 
kilometres from the Nepali capit- 
al feared further trouble, with 
calls circulating for more demon- 
strations to protest against Mon- 
day’s deaths. 

The residents said at least five 
people were killed by police who 
opened fire on stone-throwing 
crowds and that unconfirmed re- 
ports put the toll at more than 10. 
The government confirmed only 
three deaths in Bhaktapur. 

Some opposition party officials 


claimed to have seen army patrols 
during the night there. There was 
no confirmation of that from the 
government, which has said it 
wants to keep the army out of the 
troubles. 

Political parties banned for 30 
years launched the movement 
Sunday with demonstrations in 
most of the impoverished coun- 
try’s towns. 

The government, which has 
vowed to crush the movement, 
put Sunday’s death toll at three, 
one fewer than reported by some 
local officials. 

It issued an appeal to residents 
of the Kathmandu valley, the 
country’s richest and most fertile 
area, to report unfamiliar faces to 
the police after a g ov ernm ent 
minister alleged extremists 
fomented toe Bhaktapur vio- 
lence. 


Cheney leaves for Japan 
amid Philippine protests 


CLARK AIR BASE, Philippines 
(R) — U.S. Defence Secretory 
Dick Cheney flew to Japan Tues- 
day after reaffirming Washing- 
ton's determination to comply 
with its aid pledges to the Philip- 
pines. 

A joint communique on 
Cheney’s talks with Philippines 
Defence Chief Fidel Ramos said 
they “reaffirmed the continuing 
need for a security relationship 
between the two countries" amid 
demands by many Manila law- 
makers for tiie removal of U.S. 
military bases from the country. 

Soon after Cheney’s plane took 
off from the U.S. dark Air Base, 
masked demonstrators screaming 


“bases out” charged a gate at the 
camp but were driven back by 
American and Philippine guards. 

Dozens of people were injured 
Monday when riot troops battled 
leftist demonstrators in front of 
the U.S. embassy in Manila and 
outside Clark. The protesters also 
hanged and burned Cheney’s 
effigy. 

“My general impression is that 
the reception has been pretty 
good in the Philippines,” Cheney 
told re po rt ers while touring Clark 
before flying to Japan 

Asked about being burned in 
effigy, Cheney said: “I didn’t 
realise it until I turned on the 
television this morning." 


Relations between the military 
allies have increasingly soured in 
recent weeks after the U.S. Con- 
gress shaved S96 million from a 
1990 aid commitment totalling 
$481 million for the bases. 

President Corazon Aquino re- 
fused to meet Cheney and many 
Manila lawmakers demanded the 
scrapping of exlporatory talks 
planned for April on foe future of 
the U.S. bases. 

The U.S. lease on Clark, Subic 
Naval Base and four smaller fad-, 
lilies is to expire in 1991 and a' 
strong bloc in the Philippine sen- 
ate, which must approve any new 
bases accord, has called for their 
removal. 



Ingvar Cartoon 

Carlsson 
asked to 
form new 
government 


STOCKHOLM, (API — Ingvar 
Carlsson, prime minister of 
Sweden’s caretaker government, 
was asked Monday to form a new 
government to replace his 
cabinet, which resigned last 
week. 

The speaker of parliament 
turned to carlsson after the 
opposition leader, Carl Biklt of 
tiie moderate party, said he had 
faSed to assemble a center-right 
coalition. 


“The speaker has asked me to 
explore possibilities of forming a 
new government I will now start 
that work, and I have been given 
until Wednesday evening,” Cari- 
sson said after tie was summoned 
to the office of speaker Thage G. 
Peterson. 

Carlsson’s minority Social 
Democratic government resigned 
Thursday after parliament defe- 
ated proposals for a two-year 
wage and price freeze intended to 
Combat inflati on. 


Carlsson said his hopes of re- 
constituting a cabinet hin ged on 
building support for a new econo- 
mic programme, but the refused 
to say where he would seek back- 
ing and bow he would modify his 
proposals: 

Bfldt disclosed that Peterson 
had given him a chance Saturday 
to try to assemble a non -Socialist 
coalition, but that he could not 
muster a majority or a working 
minority. 

“The baton now goes to Ingvar 
Carlsson," Bildt said. - 
The soda] democrats, who con- 
trol 156 seats in the 349-member 
Riksdag, hare ruled as a minority 
government with the support of 
the 21-seat Communist party. 

But the Communists joined the 
center-right opposition to defeat 
the government’s economic pack- 
age, arguing that it would hurt 
low-income earners. 

Under the constitution, Peter- 
son may assign the task of build- 
ing a government four tunes, 
after which elections must be 
held. 

The Social Democrats, who 
have governed Sweden for all but 
six years since 1932, suffered 
another blow Friday when Fi- 
nance Minister Kjdl-Olof Feldt 
resigned from the caretaker 
cabinet. 


Feldt was tbe architect of 
Sweden’s economic recovery 
starting in 1982, and in recent 
years won respect from business- 
men for gradually reducing tbe 
regulation of financial markets 
and banking. 

FeWtsaid he was Mocked by 
parliament from imposing the 
tight fiscal pohdes he contended 
were needed to stop a wage-cost' 
slide threatening Swedish ex- 
ports. He said he lacked hacking 
from his own party on some of his 
ideas. 

Bildt’s moderates and the 
Liberal party have called for an 
early elation to resolve the poli- 
tical crisis that ensued from Cari- 
sson's resignation. 


Thatcher isolates herself over South 
Africa, a unified Germany and taxes 


LONDON (AP) — Fighting 
alone to relax South African 
sanctions and evoking World 
War II memories over German 
unification. Prime Minister 
Margaret Thatcher appears at 
her most isolated interna- 
tionally. 

Critics, including some of 
her own supporters and pro- 
conservative newspapers, ac- 
cuse her of forfeiting Britain’s 
influence in a fast-changing 
Europe and in a post-apar- 
tfaeid South Africa by ding- 
ing to outdated attitudes. 
^Thatcher aides argue that on 
Germany she says out loud 
what others believe and that it 
her policy of seeking to 


is 


encourage, not punish, South 
Africa’s white rulers that has 
helped bring reforms and the 
Feb. 11 release of Nelson 
Mandela. 

The storm Over Mrs. 
Thatcher’s foreign polity and 


charges of cold war nostalgia 
have blown up amid mounting 
government unpopularity on 
domestic issues, particularly . 
because of soaring interest 
rates and a controversial new 
property tax. 

Trailing in opinion polls for 
the last nine months, the con- 
servatives slumped to a 15- 
year low behind the Socialist 
Labour Party in the two late- 
st so undings this months, by 
Ga- 
llop and ICN. Both showed 
Labour with around 50 per 
cent support and the Tories 
some 15 points behind. 

Britain will try at a meeting 
of foreign mini sters in Dublin 
cm Tuesday to get the 12- 
natidu European Community 
to lift a ban on new investment 
in South Africa. If flic others 
refuse to budge, Britain has 
indicated it may break ranks. 

“If we fail fo/ ijMdL-agre$^& 


meat, then tbe 

mast reserve its right to act on 
its own, if necessary,” British 
Foreign Secretary Douglas 
Hurd said during angry ex- 
changes is the House of Com- 
mons last week. 

Retorted Labour’s foreign 
affairs spokesman Gerald 
Kaufman, “to be alone in fee 
world and right it heroic. But 
to be alone m the world and 
wrong is futile and destruc- 
tive.” 


He was shouted down by 
Conservative Party legislators. 
But there were signs of unease 
among the governing' party 
rank-and-file, and several, 
urged that Britain stick with 
the rest of the community over 
sanctions. 

On German unification, Bri- 
tain welcomed fast Tuesday’s 


ion, Britain and France — 
conquerors of Nazi Germany 
in World War n — and the 
two Gennanys to agree on the 
external repercussions. 

But Mrs. Thatcher con- 
tinues to sound cautious. 

In a speech to Britain’s Jew- 
ish leaders Sunday, she said 
one Germany was inevitable, 
but added, *it is understand- 
able that for some, bitter 
memories of the past should 
colour their view of the pre- 
sent and future,” 


Last week, Mrs. Thatcher 
sympathised with Polish Prime 



Munster Tadeusz Mazowieck- 
Fs fears about Poland's bor- 
ders, which indude pre-war 
German territories. Britain 
and Poland, she said, shared 
experiences this century 
“which we are deter min ed 
should not happen again.” 

Londpnfs pro-conservative 


Sunday Times accused Mrs. 
Thatcher of “consummate fol- 
ly to give the Germans the 
impression that tbe British 
government is, at best, grudg- 
ing in its support for tbe reuni- 
fication of tiie two parts of 
their nation and, at worst, 
hostile." 

Another usually staunch 
Thatcher supporter, London's 
Daily Express, complained in 
an editorial Monday: “Surely, 
45 years after the end of World 
War H ...we can accept tins 
momentous event (German 
reunification) with something 
more imaginative and gener- 
ous than public foreboding?” 

Mrs. Thatcher has been iso- 
lated abroad before and often 
tikis has proved a vote-winner 
at home, such as her baffles in 
-the 1980s in the European 
Community over money and 
^mich-inspired grandiose 
nmty:' 7 :=;- 










Kaifu prepares 

new cabinet 


TOKYO ( AP) — Prime Minister 
Toshiid Kaife, bolstered by what 
he called a vote of confidence in 
parliamentary elections, met with 
other governing party leaders 
Tuesday to a new lineup 

for the cabinet. 

Members of the liberal demo- 
cratic party’s powerful executive 
and general councils tendered 
their resignations . at meetings 
Tuesday morning, clearing the 
way for Kaifu and party power- 
brokers to begin negotiations for 
foe top cabinet and party posts. 

The party leaders also discus- 
sed strategies for battling die 
opposition over taxes and the 
budget when parliament con- 
venes later this month. 

Before Sunday’s election for 
the lower house of parliament, 
Kaifu’s position had appeared 
shaky. He has a weak personal 
power base within the LDP and 
there were doubts the LDP would 
do well at die polls following an 
influence-buying scandal and an 
unpopular 3 per cent sales tax. 

Before tbe elections, Kaifu said 
he would resign after six months 
in office if the party failed to 
retain at least 257 of the 512 
lower house seats. 

But Sunday’s election brought 
275 seats hack to the Liberal 
Democra ts and 14 conservative 
independents are likely to join 
them later. The ruling party will 
form a government not far behind 
the 295 seats they held in the 
outgoing house. The top opposi- 
tion Soriahsts won 136 seats, up 
from 83. 


Though the combined opposi- 
tion fell far short of ousting the 
Liberal Democrats from control 
of the lower boose, it bolds a 
majority in the upper house, 
which must give its assent to most 
bills passed by the lower house. 
The lower house can name the 
prime minister, pass the budget 
and approve treaties without up- 
per house assent. 

Kaifu said tiie election result 
“absolved” the party of its taint 
of scandal, and promptly de- 
clared that he would serve out his 


two-year tenn as party president. 

“We started when the party 
was said to be in the greatest 
crisis since it was formed,” Kaifu 
told reporters. “The result of the 
election is a vote of confidence of 
tiie people under tbe constitu- 
tion, and our government has 
pasted it.” 

Forefan Minister spokesman 
Taizo Watanabe told reporters 
Tuesday that U.S. President 
George Bush has congratulated 
Kaife in a letter on the election 
results. 

Analysts say Katin’s staying' 
power will face several tough 
tests — including how he deals 
with Japan’s chronic trade surplus 
with the United States — in the 
coming months. It also is possi- 
ble he might misstep and become 
vulnerable again. 

If he does, a more powerful 
figure within the Liberal Demo- 
cratic Party, former Foreign 
Minister Shmtaro’Abe, is widely 
thought to be preparing to try to 
replace him- 


Peruvians poised 
for elections 
stage protests 


LIMA, (R) — Banks derks, pris- 
on employees and construction 
workers walked off their jobs 
Monday as strikes spread across 
Peru seven weeks before pres- 
idential elections. 

Most h anks were closed due to 
a one-day strike by Peru’s 30,000 
bank workers to demand a doubl- 
ing in their wages, which union 
leaders said would only begin to 
co m p ens ate for inflation running 
at about 30 per cent a mouth. 

Civilian staff at' the nation’s 
prisons, textile factory workers, 
construction workers and em- 
ployees of the state Merchant 
Marine Company CPV all walked 
off tbe job to demand immediate 
wage increase. 

Bodies have piled up at tiie 
Lima morgue due to a week-old 
morgue workers’ strike that has 
caused backlogs in autopsies and 

emb alming s. 

Inflation has eroded real wages 
to about half of what they were in 
1985 when Social Democratic 
President Alan Garcia took 
office, economists say. . .. 

“Workers are suffering and 
starving. The government -must 


be made to understand that we 
cannot go on this way,” said 
Leonardo Ramirez, vice-presi- 
dent of the powerful Mmewor- 
kers’ Federation, which called a 
three-day nationwide strike for 
next month. 

Peru’s largest union grouping, 
the Communist-led General 
Peruvian Labour -Confederation 
(CGTP), was considering calling 
a general strike before presiden- 
tial elections April 8, CGTP 
spokesmen said. 

The strike would be aimed at 
warning the front-runner, centre- 
right candidate Mario Vargas 
Liosa, “that workers will not 
cease their struggle no matter 
who leads the next government," 
said a CGTP spokesman. 

Vargas Liosa, who is also 
Peru’s most famous novelist, has 
shown about 55 ptt cent support 
in recent opinion polls. 

Garda, barred by the constitu- 
tion from seeking reelection, is 
grappling with Peru's worst eco- 
nomic crisis of this century and 
two leftist guerrilla movements 
whose insuigehdes have dafaned 
about 17,000 fives since 1980. 


WORLD NEWS IN BRIEF 


Havel visits Bush 


WASHINGTON (AP) — Vaclav Havel, the dissident playwright 
who went from prison to the presidency of Czechoslovakia inside 
of eight mooths, met with President George Bush Tuesday, tiie 
first of Eastern Europe’s new pro-democracy leaders to visit the 
White House. Havel arrived Monday evening after stops in 
Iceland and Canada on a western trip that cranes conspicuously a 
week before bis first trip to Moscow. The Czech parliament 
elected Havel president Dec. 29, a few weeks after a peaceful 
revolution led to tbe ouster of Communist Party chief Milos Jakes 
and his hard-line government. Havel has said he is coming West 
not to look for charity but investment in a country that already 
maintains a standard of living well above many others in the East 
Bloc. 


Scotland Yard investigates Ouko killing 


NAIROBI (AP) — Two British detectives and a pathologist are 
joining a probe into tiie death of Foreign Minister Robert Onko, 
whose partially burned body was found with a bullet through the 
head and lying next to his own gun. The British team is composed 
of superintendent John Troon and inspector Graham Dennis of 
Scotland Yard and Dr. Ian West, the government said Monday 
night. The move was seen at least in part as a government attempt 
to allay fears of a cover-up. University students in Nairobi have 
demonstrated for three days demanding an impartial investiga- 
tion. Ouko’s rartially burned body was found by police Friday in 
the bush six kilometres from bis family home in Korn, near Lake 
Victoria in Western Kenya. 


Boat people protest repatriation policy 


HONG KONG (AP) — Four Vietnamese men slashed their 
abdomens Tuesday to protest the policy that threatens to return 
them to their homeland, and a detention camp fight injured three 
others later in die day, officials said. The four men, aged 25 to 40, 
were hurried to a hosptiai after injuring themselves with 
homemade weapons at whitehead detention centre, said govern- 
ment spokeswoman Winnie To. Their wounds were not serious 
and they left the Imspital after refusing treatment, she said. Four 
other boat people racing repatriation injured themselves in a 
similar fashion earlier this year at tiie detention centre. They all 
survived, but another Vietnamese man hanged himself Friday 
after being denied refugee status. 


Taiwanese clash with police 


TAIPEI, Taiwan (AP) — Rock-hurling prote st er s demanding 
greater democracy fought a phalanx ofdnb-widdmg riot police 
Tuesday in a roving bade around the legislature budding, and at 
least nine people were reported injured. The dash broke oot after 
1,000 demonstrators, mostly from ^thc opp o sitio n democratic 
progresive barty, harassed aging lawmakers of the 


: V- >. 


_ _ ruling. 

Nationalist Party- as they fried to enter tim bmkfiog to elect a new 



In time for 
her funeral 


NICOSIA (R) — An Omani 
woman being prepared for burial 
sat up and shouted “Fm still' 
alive” after her son splashed her 
with water as part of traditional 
Muslim rites, the Omani news 
agency said. “The woman 
appears to have been in a long' 
coma and her family thought die 
was dead,” said the agency, re- 
ceived in Cyprus. It did not name; 
her but raid she lived in Uwa 
province northwest of Muscat. ' 


Healing through 
prayer fails 


SANTA MONICA, California 
(AP) — A Christian scientist 
couple who tried to heal their 
ailing 15-month-oId child through 
prayers were acquitted on 
charges of involuntary man- 
slaughter and child endanger- 
menL Los Angeles county super- 
ior court judge Robert Thomas 
ruled there was insufficient evi- 
dence to convict Eliot and Lise, 
Glaser on the charges filed in tiie' 
death of their son. Seth. Tbe; 
toddler died March 28, 1984 of ; 
meningitis - following a two-day | 
Alness. Under state law, parents 
are required to provide for the 
basic needs of their children, in- ! 
chiding food, clothing and mecfic- 
al care. A 1976 law sponsored by 
the Christian Science Church, 
however, exempts parents who ; 
treat children through prayer. 
The court’s decision turned cm 
evidence that the child showed ' 
brief periods of recovery during 
predominant periods of high fev- 
er, vomiting and discoloration, \ 
said the prosecutor, deputy dis- 
trict attorney David Wells. The i 
judge ruled indications of reoov- < 
cry raised a reasonable doubt as 
to whether the religious healing 
was a wanton and grossly negli- 
gent act, Wells said. 


i. 


Pompeii statue 
dug up 


POMPEII, Italy (AP) — 
Archaeologists have unearthed a 
marble statue buried in tiie erup- 
tion of mount Vesuvius in 79 
A.D., newspapers reported. The 
small statue, which depicts a baby 
boy riding a dolphin, was found ^ 
Saturday afternoon in tbe houses 
of tbe Casti AmantL, near the 
centre of the abandoned dty, 11 
Mattino of Naples and other pap- 
ers reported. Archaeologists said 
the statue was apparently to be 
used to decorate a fountain in the 
house, but that Vesuvius erupted 
before workers had a chance to 
set it in place. Experts said traces 
of paint that coloured the hair 
blond and eyebrows blade made 
the find even more valuable. Ex- 
perts believe the bouse of Casti 
Amanti was owned by a baker, 
who lived on one side and kept a 
shop on tbe other. The last statue 
to be found in Pompeii was a 
bronze dug up in 1977. 


Cannibals - group 
of the year 


LONDON (AP) — The pop band 
Fine Young Cannibals was 
named best British group of the 
year in London last Sunday night 
but missed the ceremony because 
they are in Los Angeles rehears- 
ing for the U.S. Grammy awards 
today. The group's million-selling 
album, “The raw and the 
cooked,’’ also won the award for 
tbe best album by a British artist 
or group. Tbe Brits 2990 awards 
were organised by the British 
Phonographic Industry, which is 
giving to a music charity the 
unspecified proceeds from the 


ceremony and from a TV record- 
ing of it. Presenter Jonathan King 
said the recording had been sold 
in advance to 50 countries and 
had a potential audience of 800 
million . 
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